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June 8, 2001

Mr. Darrell Cozen

City of Pasadena

Planning and Permitting Division

175 North Garfield Avenue

Pasadena, CA 91109

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 203 North 

Lake Avenue Office Building

Dear Mr. Cozen:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

LAC010509-08

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 203 North 

Lake Avenue Office Building

1. Construction Emissions:
The DEIR does not provide any information, data or discussion on construction emissions.  For a project whose construction is expected to take approximately 15 months, as reported on page 15 of the DEIR, the construction activities could generate significant adverse air quality impacts.  The air quality impacts could be generated from the following emissions sources: dust from soil excavation and grading, fumes from construction equipment and construction worker vehicle trips.  Emissions from the demolition of the 45,000 square feet former bank building should also be estimated.  Please provide a table showing daily peak construction emissions. Please provide also the emissions calculations, emission factors, and other assumptions used, relating to the number and type of construction equipment and trucks to be used, number of hours per day of use, average trip length, number of construction workers, etc.   List the measures that will be implemented to reduce construction emissions should those emissions prove to exceed the construction emissions significance thresholds.  The significance thresholds for the criteria pollutants may be found in Chapter 6 of the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook. 

2. Tables 15 and 16:
It should be noted that the significance thresholds in Table 16 are operational significance thresholds.  As indicated in Table 17, the operational significance threshold for carbon monoxide is 550 pounds per day and not 150 pounds as shown in Table 16.

3. Table 17:
The model output of URBEMIS7G reported in Appendix D of the DEIR appears incomplete.  Construction emissions are missing.  If any of the defaults were modified, please identify them in the notes at the end of the model output.  Also make sure that the printout shows all the output and assumptions so they are readable.

