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May 23, 2001

Mr. Steven Craig, Environmental Analyst

City of Agoura Hills

Planning and Community Development

30101 Agoura Court, Suite 102

Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 2.2-Acre Hampton Inn and Suites – City of Agoura Hills 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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May 23, 2001

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 2.2-Acre Hampton Inn and Suites – City of Agoura Hills 

1. The lead agency has determined that construction emissions from the proposed project will exceed the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (South Coast AQMD) daily threshold for nitrogen oxide (page 8 – Initial Study Checklist). The lead agency, however, has not demonstrated that construction NOx emissions from the project do not exceed the 100 pound per day threshold in Table 1 on page 7. The lead agency indicates that construction equipment will be properly maintained. This measure, however, has not been included as part of the air quality mitigation measures on page Mitigation Measures – 1. This measure has a control efficiency of five percent, which means the NOx emissions remain significant. No other mitigation measures listed affect combustion emissions from construction equipment. Therefore, the South Coast AQMD recommends that the lead agency require the project proponent to include the following additional mitigation measures, if feasible: 

(a) Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

(b) Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

(c) Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

(d) Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets.

(e) Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

(f) Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered generators.

(g) Use low sulfur diesel for construction equipment.

2. On page 8 in paragraph one of the Initial Study Checklist (Checklist), fugitive dust impacts from grading and other construction activities are calculated at approximately 523 pounds of PM10 per day. The lead agency then cites a fugitive dust control efficiency of 70 percent. Air quality mitigation measure 1 specifies watering graded sites two times per day. Watering disturbed areas two times per day only has a control efficiency of approximately 50 percent, which means fugitive dust emissions would still exceed the PM10 significance threshold in Table 1 on page 7. At a minimum, it is recommended that the lead agency change mitigation measure 1 to require watering graded areas three times per day for a control efficiency of approximately 68 percent. Other mitigation measures should be considered, e.g., limiting the daily hours of grading operations, to ensure that fugitive dust emissions do not exceed the significance threshold.

Mr. Steven Craig
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May 23, 2001

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 2.2-Acre Hampton Inn and Suites – City of Agoura Hills 

3. On page 8 in paragraph one of the Initial Checklist, the lead agency refers to “Standard dust control techniques” to reduce dust from construction activities from the proposed project. It is assumed that the referenced to “Standard dust control techniques” refers to SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust. Mitigation measures to address fugitive dust emissions from construction activities are described on page one – Draft CEQA Mitigation Measures of the Draft MND. In the Final MND, please clarify which of the mitigation measures listed on page one are specifically to comply with Rule 403. 

4. On page 9, the lead agency references the screening tables in the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook. The SCAQMD recommends against using these screening tables because they are based on outdated mobile source emission factors and trip generation data.

5. In Table 5 on page 28 in Appendix 6 of the Draft MND, the intersection of Reyes Adobe Road and the US 101 Freeway NB ramps affected by the proposed project will experience deterioration in Level of Service (LOS) (AM Peak Hour change of LOS from E to F and change of V/C is 0.013). It is therefore recommended that any intersection rated C or worse that experiences a LOS deterioration of one full level or more or intersections rated E or worse that experience a LOS deterioration of one percent or greater, undergo a CO hotspots analysis. Please refer to the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook, Chapters 5 and 9 for guidance for evaluating CO hotspots.

