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May 30, 2001

Mr. Carlos Jaramillo

City of La Habra

Department of Community Development

P. O. Box 337

La Habra, CA 90633

Initial Study and Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration

  for the La Habra Knolls  - Tentative Tract 14545

Dear Mr. Jaramillo:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND) 

La Habra Knolls - Tentative Tract 14545

1. Construction Emissions 1: 
Table 3-2 on page 3-20 of the DMND shows the project's construction emissions.  No information is presented in this DMND on any of the assumptions, relating to the number of construction workers, trip length, number and type of construction equipment, intensity of use, emission factors, etc., or methodologies that were used in developing this table.  Without this information, the SCAQMD is unable to evaluate whether or not the correct methodologies, emissions factors, etc., were used.  This same comment applies to Table 3-3.

2. Construction Emissions Thresholds:
In Table 3-2 on page 3-20, the lead agency lists the construction emissions significance thresholds.  If the lead agency is relying on the air quality significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD, the construction significance threshold for ROG should be 75 pounds per day and 100 pounds per day for NOX.

3. Peak Daily Construction Emissions:
In Table 3-2, row 4 indicates that construction emissions are provided as "Average Daily Emissions".  To provide a conservative "worst-case" analysis, the SCAQMD recommends calculating peak daily air quality impacts for both construction and operation.  The peak daily emissions should then be compared to the significance thresholds criteria.

4. Operational Emissions:
For clarity, it would be helpful if the lead agency included the units for Table 3-2 (presumably pounds per day) and modified the table caption for Table 3-3 to "Estimated Operational Emissions".

5. Vehicle Trips:
On page 3-20 of the DMND, reference is made to Appendix 8 of the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook).  The reference is to the 328 daily vehicle trips that will be generated by the proposed project.  This reference appears to be incorrect as Appendix 8 of the Handbook describes regional climate and its impact on air quality.  Please provide the correct reference and explain the methodology used in estimating the number of vehicle trips.      

