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September 7, 2001

Mr. Gregory Jue

University of California, Irvine

Office of  Campus and Environmental Planning

750 University Tower

Irvine, CA 92697-2325

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) FOR 

THE  UCI EAST CAMPUS STUDENT APARTMENTS 

Dear Mr. Jue:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the UCI- East

Campus Student Apartments

1. Air Quality Data:
Table 4.2-2 on page 4.2-8 of the DEIR shows air quality data for the Costa Mesa and El Toro Monitoring Stations from 1995 through 1999.  The AQMD recommends that air quality data for the three most recent years be presented in order to show the most recent trends in air quality for the project area.  Please note that the air quality data for 2000 for the two air monitoring stations are available and are attached.  Please update this table in the final EIR.

2. Construction Emissions:
It is stated on page 4.2-11 of the DEIR that "since construction is a short-term activity occurring intermittently over several years, construction of the project will not affect regional long-term ozone and PM10 conditions." Please note that nonattainment designations, either at the national or state level, are based on daily exceedances of the ambient air quality standards. As indicated in the Draft EIR, ROG and NOX construction emissions will exceed the appropriate significance thresholds.  Both of these pollutants contribute to regional ozone formation.  Further, construction activities that last "over several years" would not be considered short term.  Therefore, please delete the above statement.

3. Reducing Construction ROG, PM10 and NOX Emissions:
On page 4.2-11 of the DEIR, the first bulleted mitigation measure is vague.  The proposed construction mitigation measure states "application of extra water during clearing, grading and construction" or "water of exposed earth surfaces during construction."  It is not stated how often this measure will be undertaken to achieve optimum efficiency.  It is recommended that to achieve optimum PM10 emissions reduction, the lead agency should require that the excavated areas be watered at least two or more times daily.   To mitigate fugitive dust impacts below the significance threshold, it is also recommended that the lead agency consider including a mitigation measure requiring no more than five acres of land be graded daily during construction.  To further reduce the NOX emissions, it is recommended that alternative clean fuel (e.g., compressed natural gas-powered) construction equipment be used.  Alternatively, if diesel equipment is used, the lead agency should require use of particulate filters and low sulfur diesel, as defined in Rule 431.2, i.e., containing less than 15 ppm sulfur content.

4. Reducing Long-Term Operational Emissions:  In addition to the air quality mitigation measures listed in Table 2-1 on pages 2-6 through 2-8 and the mitigation  measures listed in section 4.2.4 of the DEIR, it is recommended that the lead agency consider including the following specific measures in Project-Specific Mitigation Measure 4.2-2 on page 4.2-14: 


· Utilize solar or low-emission pool and water heaters.

· Install low-polluting, high energy-efficient appliances.

· Install special sunlight-filtering window coatings or double-paned windows.

· Install energy-efficient street lighting.

· Install light-colored roofing materials in new construction as opposed to dark roofing materials.  These materials would reflect, rather than absorb, sunlight and thereby reduce unnecessary heat in buildings.

· Construct pedestrian and transit friendly facilities, such as wider sidewalks, bus stops with passenger benches and shelters.

