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August 7, 2002

Mr. Andres Soto

Community Development Department

City of Colton

659 North La Cadena Drive

Colton, CA 92324

Dear Mr. Soto:

NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  FOR  CECIL MONTES & BENJAMIN GALINDO: COLTON

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC020723-06

Control Number

NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  (ND)  FOR  CECIL MONTES & BENJAMIN GALINDO: COLTON

1. Project Description: 
The project description is too brief so it is difficult to properly evaluate the air quality impacts.  It would be helpful if the lead agency included such information as whether the proposed facility is just for automobile engine repairs or also includes automobile body work.  If the facility includes automobile body work then emissions from spray paint coating booths should also be estimated.

2. Construction Emissions:  The air quality discussion in the ND qualitatively dismisses potential air quality impacts of the proposed project.  Page 6 of the Initial Study Checklist simply states that "The proposed project would not be expected to result in significantly increased emissions due to motor vehicle operation since it is less than the threshold project size identified by the AQMD CEQA Handbook.  A short-term increase in vehicle emissions and dust would be expected during construction however."  It is not clear what the lead agency means by "increased emissions due to motor vehicle operation."  Construction generates exhaust and fugitive dust emissions from construction equipment, vehicles used to transport construction materials, construction workers vehicles and from grading, loading and unloading soil.  Please note that without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from both construction and operation using the analysis methodologies in the AQMP 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  If the projected emissions exceed established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be imposed by the lead agency to reduce those emissions. 

3. Screening Tables:
"The threshold project size identified by the AQMD CEQA Handbook" mentioned above refers to the Screening Tables in Chapter 6 of the 1993 CEQA Handbook.  It is recommended that the lead agency avoid using the screening tables in the Handbook for the following reasons.  First, the tables were derived using an obsolete version of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) mobile source emission factors inventory (EMFAC7F).  Emission factors from EMFAC2001 are currently available.  Further, the trip generation characteristics of the land uses identified in the screening tables were based on the fifth edition of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.  The most current version of this manual is the sixth edition.  As a result, it is recommended that the lead agency follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the Handbook to calculate the construction and operational air quality impacts for this and all future projects.  Alternatively, CARB's computer model, URBEMIS2001, may also be used to calculate project emissions.  URBEMIS2001 may be accessed on CARB's webpage: www.arb.ca.gov.

