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June 12, 2002

Ms. Gary Hackney

Planning and Process Engineering

Inland Empire Utilities Agency

9400 Cherry Avenue, Bldg. A

Fontana,  CA 92335

Dear Mr. Hackney:

Inland Empire Utilities Agency Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR)

For the Wastewater, Recycled Water and 

Organics Management Master Plans

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Program Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Program Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Mike A. Nazemi

Manager

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

MN: CB

SBC020507-01

Control Number

Wastewater, Recycled Water and Organics Management 

Master Plans PEIR

1. Project Air Quality Impacts:

The discussion on project's air quality impacts begins on page 4.6-11 of the PEIR.   On page 4.6-15 it is stated that the "construction of the Wastewater Facilities Master Plan infrastructure would result in the emission of air contaminants.   These emissions would be temporary and cease at the end of the construction period.  Therefore construction emissions would not add to the long-term emissions burden of the region."   Similar statements are made with respect to the construction of the Recycled Water Master Plan as well as the Organics Management Master Plan.  No data is presented to support these statements in these paragraphs.   It is not until page 4.6-17 that reference is made to the air quality tables in Appendix 8.3.  To facilitate the review of the air quality impacts of the proposed projects, it is recommended that reference be made to Appendix 8.3 at the beginning of the section on project impacts so reviewers are made aware of the tables supporting these statements earlier on.

2. Construction Emissions:

Regarding the comment that construction emissions "would be temporary and would cease at the end of the construction period," the lead agency is reminded that designations of nonattainment are based on daily exceedances of an ambient air quality standard.  Consequently, whether or not emissions are temporary is not material to determining air quality significance.

3. EMFAC7F.1 Emission Factors:

According to Appendix 8.3, emission factors from EMFAC7F-1 were used to calculate both truck and worker vehicle emissions.  Please note that the California Air Resources Board (ARB) has released more recent and updated emission factors in EMFAC2001.  Current emission factors have been demonstrated to be generally higher than those in EMFAC7F-1.  The AQMD therefore recommends that the lead agency use the current emission factors to recalculate the motor vehicle emissions to reflect the most accurate data currently available.  The EMFAC2001 factors can be obtained from the ARB webpage www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.html.

