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November 21, 2002

Mr. Dennis Hawkins
County of Ventura
Resource Management Agency
800 South Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 93009
Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR) for the 
Ahmanson Ranch Project Phase "A" Master Tract Map
Dear Mr. Hawkins:

Although the above-mentioned project is not located within the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD), the proposed project is directly adjacent to the South Coast Air Basin (Basin), which is within the AQMD’s jurisdiction.  The AQMD concurs with the Lead Agency’s conclusions that the proposed project will generate significant adverse air quality impacts.  As a result, the proposed project may affect air quality in the Basin through inter-basin transport of emissions.  It is for this reason, and in response to requests from the public, that the AQMD is submitting comments on the proposed project after the close of the public comment period.  
The following comments, which include recommendations for additional mitigation measures to further reduce air quality impacts, are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Steve Smith, Ph.D., Program Supervisor – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3054 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Elaine Chang, DrPH
Deputy Executive Officer
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources

Attachment

(c:/mydocuments/letters/ahmranch.doc)
ODPO20226-09
Control Number

Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR) for the 
Ahmanson Ranch Project - Phase "A" Master Tract Map
1. Construction PM10 Fugitive Dust Emissions and Mitigation: 
As indicated in the FSEIR, construction PM10 impacts are significant and unavoidable (page 4.4-17 of the FSEIR).  In addition to the mitigation measures identified in the FSEIR the following measures are also recommended for consideration:

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.

· Construction access roads to the main roads should be paved to avoid dirt being carried onto the roadway.

· In addition to using low sulfur diesel fuels, add a measure requiring construction contractors to use Lubrizol’s PuriNOx diesel fuel additive, which was certified by ARB in 2001 to reduce NOx and PM10 emissions.

· A construction relations officer should be appointed to act as a community liaison to oversee on-site construction activity and all emissions and congestion related matters.

2. Diesel PM Toxic Emissions:

In discussing the use of retrofitted construction equipment to reduce diesel particulates, it is stated on page 4.4-34 of the FSEIR that "ARB has not verified any diesel particulate matter filters for retrofitting off-road equipment…"  Please note that the ARB has verified the Clean Air Partners diesel particulate filter manufactured by Englehard for use with specific Power Systems Associates engines and to Caterpillar engines which have been converted to bi-fuel operation.  Information on this resource is available on the ARB website at the following URL: www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/verifieddevices/verdev.htm.  It is recommended that the lead agency explore the feasibility of this equipment for possible inclusion in the mitigation plan. 
3. Operational Emissions:
According to Table 4.4-7 and the URBEMIS 2001 model output presented in Appendix E of the FSEIR, operational emissions also exceed the VCAPCD and AQMD significance thresholds for ROC and NOX and AQMD significance thresholds for CO and PM10 by substantial amounts.  Therefore, in addition to the mitigation measures identified in the FSEIR, it is recommended that the lead agency consider the following measures for possible inclusion in the mitigation plan.

· Use light-colored roofing materials in construction to deflect heat away from buildings.

· Provide shade trees to reduce building heating/cooling needs.

· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss in buildings.

· Install solar panels on roofs to supply electricity for home-heating and cooling systems.

· Install low-emitting residential water heaters that would comply with AQMD Rule 1121 – Control of Nitrogen Oxides from Residential Type, Natural Gas-Fired Water Heaters.

· Install automatic lighting on/off controls and energy-efficient lighting.

· Install energy-efficient street lighting.

· Install compressed natural gas/electric vehicle refueling stations.

4. Operational CO Hotspots:
The SCAQMD evaluated the micro scale CO concentration (hotspots) analysis (Effect AQ-5).  Although the lead agency concluded that, with traffic mitigation measures, the proposed project would not cause or contribute to an exceedance of any CO ambient air quality standards at a sensitive receptor, the micro scale analysis relies on the traffic study from the 1992 Final EIR for the proposed project.  Because there has been population growth and development in the local area since that time, it is recommended that the lead agency monitor the most heavily affected intersections, those listed in Table 4.4-8 (especially De Soto/Vanowen and Las Virgenes Road/US 101 westbound ramps), in the future to ensure that future CO hotspots are not created by the proposed project.  (It should be noted that Table 4.4-8 refers to the US 101 eastbound ramp, while the text refers to the westbound ramp.  The lead agency should clarify this inconsistency.)
