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November 8, 2002

Mr. Craig Hensley
City of San Dimas
Planning Department
245 East Bonita Avenue
San Dimas, CA 91773-3002
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Tentative

Subdivision Map No. 52717, San Dimas
Dear Mr. Hensley:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

LAC020926-02
Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Tentative 

Tract Map No. 52717, San Dimas
1. Construction Emissions:
The DEIR does not directly address the air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The DEIR addresses the following areas: Geotechnical, Visual, Noise, Cultural Resources, Biological Resources, Public Safety and Water Quality.  However, in Appendix 1.0 (A) which shows the Notice of Preparation and the Initial Study, the air quality impacts are discussed and concluded to be insignificant.  The discussion qualitatively dismisses construction air quality impacts as insignificant.  Operational air quality impacts are concluded to be insignificant using the URBEMIS 2001 model.  The model output, which was attached, shows that NOX and VOC construction emissions will exceed the SCAQMD-recommended significance thresholds.  The only mitigation measure that is proposed by the lead agency to address combustion emissions from construction equipment, i.e., to maintain equipment and vehicle engines in good condition, will not reduce those emissions to less than the significance threshold because the control efficiency of this mitigation measure is only five percent.  It is therefore recommended that the lead agency consider the following proposed mitigation measures for implementation where feasible or applicable.

2. Mitigation Measures:
The following mitigation measures are recommended for consideration:
· Require the use of alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas-powered equipment instead of diesel-powered engines, or if alternative fuel vehicles are not available, use particulate filters and low sulfur diesel as defined in AQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.

· Restrict construction equipment idling emissions by using auxiliary power units and electrification.

· Use electricity from power poles instead of temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered generators.
· Use light-colored roof materials to deflect heat.

· Install solar panels on roofs to supply electricity for heating an air conditioning. 

· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss.

· Install energy-efficient appliances to reduce energy consumption.

