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October 25, 2002

Mr. Daryl Koutnik

Department of Regional Planning

County of Los Angeles

320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 4000 Workman Mill 

Road Project, North Whittier

Dear Mr. Koutnik:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  In addition, thank you for allowing the AQMD to submit comments on the proposed project after the formal close of comments date.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 4000 Workman Mill 

Road Project, North Whittier
1. Emission Factors:
According to Appendix F of the DEIR, the lead agency used emission factors from California Air Resources Board (CARB) EMFAC 7F to calculate emissions from on-road mobile sources, i.e., construction employee vehicle trips and haul truck trips that contribute to regional air quality impacts.  The lead agency should be aware that CARB's most recently approved version of EMFAC is EMFAC 2002.  Mobile source emission factors in EMFAC 2002 are substantially higher than those in EMFAC 7F and, thus, provide a more conservative analysis.  The AQMD therefore recommends that the lead agency use the current emission factors in EMFAC 2002 to recalculate the on-road mobile source emissions to accurately reflect the project's air quality impacts.  EMFAC 2001 is also acceptable.
2. Construction Worker AVR:

According to the assumption in Appendix A-1 of Appendix F of the DEIR, the lead agency assumes a construction worker AVR of 2.0.  The SCAQMD recommends using an AVR of 1.0 to provide a more conservative analysis.
3. SCAQMD Rule 2202:
On page 152 of the DEIR the lead agency notes that the project applicant shall comply with SCAQMD Rule 2202 which applies to all employers with 100 or more persons at the worksite.  Please note that Rule 2202 applies to employers with 250 or more employees at the worksite.  Please revise the DEIR accordingly to reflect this condition.
4. EPA CALINE4:

The lead agency addressed the CO 'Hot Spots" impacts by using the CALINE4 model to estimate the CO concentration.  The approach and parameters used in CALINE4 are reasonable.  However, the persistence factor of 0.82 that is used to convert the 1-hr CO concentration to 8-hr average CO concentration shown in Table 8 on page 23 of Appendix F is slightly higher than the comparable persistence factor of 0.80 in the SCAQMD CEQA 1993 Air Quality Handbook.  Since a persistence factor of 0.82 provides a slightly more conservative analysis, it is okay to use.  The SCAQMD requests, however, that the lead agency identify the source of the 0.82 persistence factor used.

5. EPA ISCST:
Review of the DEIR shows that the lead agency used EPA ISCST model version 98356 to estimate the PM10 concentrations for construction impacts.  Please note that the latest ISCST model version 02035 is available and should be used, as required by both EPA and SCAQMD model guidelines.  Furthermore, the model option "NOCALM" should be used with AQMD pre-formatted meteorological data.  The lead agency appropriately used the Pico Rivera meteorological data for their modeling.  Instead of estimating PM10 impacts at only selected discrete receptors, as shown on page 19 of Appendix F, AQMD staff recommends that the peak PM10 impacts be estimated also for any receptors outside the property boundary.
6. Mitigation Measures:
Given that the operational CO and NOX emissions both exceed their respective significance thresholds, especially NOX which exceeds the threshold by a wide margin, the mitigation measures proposed by the lead agency are relatively vague and general.   Please note that compliance with  rules, e.g., 2202, is not considered mitigation under CEQA.  Further, although the HRA showed that cancer risk impacts from heavy-duty trucks were not significant, there are other sources of diesel particulates in the area, e.g., the 605 and 60 Freeways, so the proposed project will be contributing to the area's existing diesel particulate load.  It is important that the lead agency identify and describe the specific mitigation measures that will be implemented to reduce operational emissions.  The following measures are recommended for the lead agency to consider where applicable or feasible:
· Maintain equipment and vehicle engines in good condition and in proper tune as per manufacturers' specifications.

· Require the use of alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas-powered equipment instead of diesel-powered engines, or if diesel equipment has to be used, use particulate filters and low sulfur diesel as defined in AQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.

· Use alternative-fueled yard tractors.

· Restrict idling emissions by using auxiliary power units and electrification.

· Enforce truck parking.
· Provide a minimum of 300-meter buffer zone between truck traffic and sensitive receptors.
· Redirect truck route to avoid residential areas or schools.

· Improve traffic flow through signal synchronization.

· Provide electrical sources for service equipment and docking of trucks.
· Pave roads and parking areas.
· Use light-colored roof materials to deflect heat.
· Install solar panels on roofs to supply electricity for air conditioning. 

· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss.

· Install central water heating systems to reduce energy consumption, and
· Install energy-efficient appliances to reduce energy consumption.
