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April 4, 2003

Mr. Andres L. Soto

Community Development Department

City of Colton

659 North La Cadena Drive

Colton, CA 92324

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for  

Blue Mountain Estates - Colton

Dear Mr. Soto:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact  Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

SBC030225-08

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

Blue Mountain Estates - Colton

1. URBEMIS 7G:
On page 4.2-14 of the DEIR it is stated that URBEMIS 7G was used to estimate project emissions.  The model printouts in Appendix B, Attachment A confirm that URBEMIS 7G version 3.2 was used in the analysis.  Please note that URBEMIS 7G has been replaced by URBEMIS 2001 since March 2002.  URBEMIS 2001 uses emission factors for on-road mobile sources that are more current than those used in URBEMIS 7G.  The most current on-road mobile source emission factors are substantially higher than previous emission factors.  The lead agency is therefore advised to use URBEMIS 2001 to estimate the project's on-road mobile source emissions.  The URBEMIS 2001 model is available on the ARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.
2. Mitigation Measures:
AQMD staff has reviewed the mitigation measures listed on pages 4.2-15 and 4.2-20 of the DEIR.  It is unclear why the lead agency did not include the comprehensive listing of the mitigation measures shown in Table M on page 25 of Appendix B.  A complete listing of proposed mitigation measures facilitates implementation and monitoring.   

3. Other Long-Term Measures:
In addition to design condition SC 2-2 on page 4.2-12 of the DEIR, other mitigation measures that may be considered for implementation to reduce long-term energy usage and production emissions are:  

· Using light-colored roofing materials in construction to deflect heat away from buildings; 
· Using double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss in buildings; 

· Installing automatic lighting on/off controls and energy-efficient lighting; and

· Landscaping with appropriate drought-tolerant species to reduce water consumption.  
4. Editorial Comment:

Reference is made to mitigation measure SC-1 on page 4.2-23 of the DEIR.  This is incorrect.  The correct reference is SC 2-1 as described on page 4.2-11 of the DEIR.

