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South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED:  APRIL 18, 2003
April 18, 2003
Mr. John Arnau
Integrated Waste Management Department
320 North Flower Street, Suite 400
Santa Ana, CA 92703-5000
Initial Environmental Study/Negative Declaration (IES/ND) 
For the Frank R. Bowerman Landfill, Irvine 
Dear Mr. Arnau:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Jill Whynot
Planning and Rules Manager 
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Initial Environmental Study/Negative Declaration (IES/ND) 
for the Frank R. Bowerman Landfill, Irvine
1. URBEMIS 7G:

On page 17 of the Project IES/ND, it is stated that California Air Resources Board (CARB) EMFAC 7G model was used to estimate air quality impacts.  This is confirmed in Apendix B which also shows that emission factors for project vehicles were taken from Table A9-5-L in the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook).  Please note that URBEMIS 7G has been replaced by URBEMIS 2001 since March 2002.  The on-road mobile emission factors used in URBEMIS 2001 are substantially higher than those used in URBEMIS 7G, so project emissions calculated using URBEMIS 7G are most likely to be underestimated.  Furthermore, the on-road mobile source emission factors used in Table A9-5-L in the Handbook, also shown in Appendix B, were based on EMFAC 7EP which has been replaced by EMFAC 2001.  EMFAC 2001 has more current emission factors than those used in EMFAC 7EP.  The lead agency is therefore advised to use URBEMIS 2001 to calculate the on-road mobile source emissions for the proposed project.  The URBEMIS 2001 model is available on the ARB website:www.arb.ca.gov.  

2. Peak Daily Construction Emissions:  On page 18 of the project IES/ND, it is stated that since the construction tasks, i.e., (1) site clearing, (2) excavation, (3) overexcavation, recompaction and buttress construction, (4) berm construction and (5) concrete pouring do not overlap, the emissions for each task are quantified separately.  This data is presented in Table 3 on page 18 of the IES/ND which shows none of the pollutants exceeding the SCAQMD significance thresholds.  The SCAQMD recommends the estimation of a “worst-case” construction scenario which calculates the peak daily air quality impacts.  The worst-case” scenario assumes that some of the construction tasks would overlap.  In this particular case, one could assume that site clearing, excavation and overexcavation could occur simultaneously or overlap.   The SCAQMD recommends the worst-case construction scenario to ensure that appropriate mitigation measures would be in place should construction emissions exceed significance thresholds on any given construction day.  Since the peak day NOX and PM10 construction emission exceed the SCAQMD significance thresholds, it is recommended that the lead agency propose measures to mitigate some of these emissions.   The following mitigation measures are recommended for consideration by the lead agency:
· Water active grading sites one time more than would be required under Rule 403.

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand or gravel are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.

· Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit unpaved roads onto paved roads, or wash off tires of vehicles and any equipment leaving construction site.
· Suspend all grading and excavating operations when wind speeds exceed 25 mph.
