Samuel Wilson
-1-
April 15, 2003


[image: image1.jpg]


South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED:  APRIL 15, 2003









April 15, 2003

Mr. Samuel Kevin  Wilson

Director of Community Services & Water

City of Vernon

4305 Santa Fe Avenue

Vernon, CA 90058

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Negative Declaration (ND) for Recycled Materials Processing Facility

Vernon

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LAC030401-04

Control Number

Negative Declaration (ND) for Recycled Materials Processing Facility

 Vernon

Project Air Quality Impacts:
The project proponent proposes to use the 46,635 square-foot property located at 5991 Alcoa Avenue for processing recycled material, storage, shredding and extruding of plastics, and sorting of plastics and sorting of post-industrial plastic scraps.  The air quality discussion in the ND qualitatively dismisses potential air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The lead agency simply states on page 6 of the environmental checklist that “Readings at the air quality monitoring station at the Pico Rivera station, the nearest station to the project site, are used to characterize air quality in the City of Vernon.  Therefore, the proposed use will not have any impact on air quality.”  No effort is made to quantitatively analyze the air quality impacts of the project.  No data are provided on the number and type of trucks that will be bringing the materials to the 24-hour facility for processing, and how much emissions would be generated by the trucks.  Please note that without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from project operations using the methodologies in the 1993 AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  If quantification of emissions reveals that the project’s emissions exceed the established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be required by the lead agency.  Alternatively, the lead agency may consider using California Air Resources Board (CARB) computer model URBEMIS 2001 to estimate the project's operational emissions.  The model can be obtained at the ARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.
