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August 12, 2003

Mr. Matthew Harris

City of Temecula

P. O. Box 9033

Temecula, CA 92589-9033

Dear Mr. Harris:

Draft Negative Declaration for the Ridge Park Office Center:

Temecula

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

RVC030724-03

Control Number

Draft Negative Declaration (DND) for the Ridge Park Office Center:

Temecula

1. Project Description:
The project description given in the DND is rather brief.  Please provide more information about the project, e.g., the size of each of the three office buildings comprising the center, the total acreage of the site, etc.

2. Project Emissions and Mitigation:  In section 3.a, b on page 4 of the DND, the lead agency states that the “air quality impacts associated with the proposed land use were previously evaluated in association with the adoption of the City’s General Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Report, and that no significant impacts related to conflicts with air quality plans will result from the proposed project.”  The lead agency further states that “There are no significant pollutants in proximity to the project nor is it anticipated that the project will generate pollutants.”  The lead agency does not, however, present any data to demonstrate that the proposed project’s air quality impacts will not be significant.  Without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from both construction and operation using the analysis methodologies in the AQMP 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant or that emissions will not exceed state or national ambient air quality standards.  Alternatively, the lead agency may use California Air Resources Board (ARB) computer model URBEMIS 2002 to estimate the project’s construction and operational emissions.  This model can be assessed at the ARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.  If quantification of emissions shows that project emissions exceed established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be imposed by the lead agency to reduce those emissions.
