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December 23, 2003

Mr. Al Schafer

North Orange County

Community College District

1830-B West Romneya Drive

Anaheim, CA 92801

Dear Mr. Schafer:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

The Fullerton College Master Plan
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
Attachment

SS:CB

ORCO31211-01
Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

The Fullerton College Master Plan
Idling Emissions:
The proposed Master Plan includes the construction of two 1,400 -stall 345,000 square-foot parking structures, the New West structure on Lemon Street and the New East structure on Berkeley Avenue.  According to the traffic analysis prepared for the proposed project and presented in section 5.8 of the DEIR, the lead agency estimates the volume of the vehicle trips expected to be generated by the proposed project.  The lead agency then appears to have incorporated the estimated vehicle trips generated by the proposed project into the URBEMIS 2002 model to estimate operational mobile source emissions.  The URBEMIS 2002 model is a model recommended for use by other lead agencies when analyzing air quality impacts from land use projects.  Replacing the model’s default vehicle trips with a vehicle trip estimate generated by a traffic study is an acceptable approach.  The URBEMIS 2002 model, however, does not generate idling emissions from parking structures.  Since the proposed project includes two parking structures, idling and queuing emissions from vehicles entering and exiting the two parking structures should be estimated separately.  As a result, the air quality analysis may have underestimated mobile source emissions during operation.  Depending on the results of the idling analysis a CO hotspots analysis may be warranted at the nearby sensitive receptors, i.e., Fullerton High School across from the New West structure, and the Princeton Circle apartment complex, located across the street from the New East structure.  The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency estimate the emissions from queuing and idling of vehicles inside the parking structures, and if warranted, conduct a CO hotspots analysis to analyze the air quality impacts on these sensitive receptors. 
Mitigation Monitoring:
It is also recommended that, given the proximity of the high school and the apartment complex to the proposed parking structures, the lead agency provide a telephone number that residents can call should they have any complaints regarding excessive PM10 emissions or other nuisance problems during construction.
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