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February 4, 2003
Ms. Jean Yen
Community Development Department
City of La Puente
15900 East Main Street
La Puente, CA 91744
Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) For Five Condominium Townhomes – 14413 Beckner Street, La Puente
Dear Ms. Yen:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Assessment.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Assessment.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D. Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LAC030117-02
Control Number

Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) for Five Condominium Townhomes – 14413 Beckner Street, La Puente
Demolition and Construction Emissions:  The air quality discussion in the IS/EA qualitatively dismisses potential air quality impacts of the proposed project on grounds that the project is small.  See page 15 of the IS/EA.   The construction of the proposed project will involve the demolition of an existing residence. Please note that old structures that are demolished may contain asbestos which needs special handling and disposal.   Furthermore, depending on the size of the construction project, it can be a substantial source of PM10 from fugitive dust emissions and other criteria pollutants, including VOC emissions, as a result of combustion emissions from on- and off-road construction equipment.  The lead agency needs to specify the number and type of equipment that will be utilized, the intensity of use, and apply appropriate emission factors to estimate project emissions.  Without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from construction of the project using the analysis methodologies in the AQMP 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  Alternatively, the lead agency may consider using California Air Resources Board (CARB) computer model URBEMIS 2001 to estimate project emissions.  The model can be obtained at the ARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.

