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February 7, 2003
Dr. Robert Kanter
Planning Division
Port of Long Beach
925 Harbor Plaza
Long Beach, CA 90802
Draft Environmental Impact Statement / Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/EIR) for the Port of Long Beach Pier J South Marine Terminal
Dear Dr. Kanter:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  In addition, thank you for allowing the AQMD to submit comments on the proposed project after the formal close of comments date.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report (DEIS/R) for the Port of Long Beach Pier J South Terminal
1. CO Hotspots:

The lead agency did not address CO Hotspots in the DEIS/R.  Table 3.5.1-2 – Existing Intersection/Highway Link level of Service on page 3-55 of the DEIS/R shows a number of segments on the freeways adjacent to the harbor that are currently at unacceptable levels.  Both north- and south-bound I-405 north of I-710 are at level of service E.  Five segments on I-110, SR-47 and SR-91 are at level F.  The additional trips that will be generated by a construction work force of 586 people and the heavy-duty trucks that will be bringing in construction materials and taking out construction debris will worsen the already poor traffic conditions on the freeways and local road network.  Table 3.5.4-1 on page 3-58 estimates a daily net addition of 505 auto and 1,243 truck trips for the 115-Acre Alternative.  The level of service deterioration described above has the potential to result in a carbon monoxide (CO) hot spot.  It is is recommended that a hot spot analysis be conducted to determine the project’s effects on local CO levels.
2. Mitigation Measures:
Given that the operational emissions for all three alternatives exceed the significance thresholds it is recommended that in addition to the mitigation measures listen on page 3-21 of the DEIS/R, the lead agency consider the following mitigation measures where feasible:

· Trucks waiting to pick up cargo at the port should turn off their engines.
· The container yard equipment should run on alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas instead of diesel, or if diesel equipment has to be used, use particulate filters and low sulfur diesel as defined in AQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., with less than 15 ppm sulfur content, or use emulsified diesel additives.
· Use alternative-fueled yard tractors.

· The port should provide electrical connections for docking ships to plug into the port’s power system thus shutting off their engines.

· The port should impose higher port entrance fees for older polluting ships thus pushing the shipping companies to upgrade their ageing fleet of ships. 
· Install oxidation catalysts on diesel or alternative fuel engines.
For the port structures, the port should consider the following:

· Use light-colored roof materials to deflect heat.

· Install solar panels on roofs to supply electricity for air conditioning. 

· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss.

· Install central water heating systems to reduce energy consumption, and

· Install energy-efficient appliances to reduce energy consumption.

