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February 11, 2003
Mr. Michael R. Perez
Facilities Planning and Development
San Bernardino City Unified School District
777 North “F” Street
San Bernardino, CA 92410
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Cesar Chavez Middle
School, San Bernardino
Dear Mr. Perez:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

SBC021231-08
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for Cesar Chavez Middle School,
San Bernardino
1. URBEMIS 2001:
On page 3.2-5 of the DEIR, it is stated that the latest URBEMIS 2001 air quality model was used in estimating project emissions.  However, the computer printout in the Technical Appendix B shows URBEMIS 7G Version 3.2 output tables.  Given that the emission factors used in the URBEMIS 2001 model are higher than those in URBEMIS 7G and different assumptions on land use were used in the two air quality models, the criteria pollutant emissions shown in Table 3.2.B most likely are underestimated.  It is recommended that the lead agency revise the air quality analysis by running the URBEMIS 2002 model and revising the air quality results in the DEIR.   
2. Peak Grading Day Emissions:
Table 3.2.D on page 3.2-10 of the DEIR showing peak day construction emissions does not indicate what units the table numbers represent.  Please add pounds per day to the title. 
3. Caline4 Model:
On page 3.2-3 of the DEIR, Table 3.2.A presents maximum ambient air quality concentrations monitored at the Central San Bernardino Valley 2 Monitoring Station from 1997 to 2001.  The reference states CARB Air Quality Data, 1996 to 2000.  Please show the source of the 2001 data in the table.  Also, the 8-hour CO concentrations are not the same as those presented on the ARB website.  The maximum CO concentrations presented in Table 3.2.A are below the highest of the second highest CO concentrations presented on page 3.2-7.   Please use concentrations provided by the AQMD, which data can be found in the Data By Year links on the AQMD website at http://ozone.aqmd.gov/smog/.  Please, provide also the source of emission factors used in the CALINE4 model or document the methodology used in developing the emission factors.  Finally, the westbound departure link (WBDX) through the intersection is missing from every CALINE4 output.  Please enter the WBDX links into the input files. 
4. Methodology:

Please explain how distances to roadway centerline were estimated.  The distances to the roadway centerline affect the dispersion of CO and receptor placement.  

5. Project Site Elevation:
The Caline4 output presents an altitude of 366 meters.  The elevations presented in Figure 1 on page 2-2 of the DEIR range between 1,680 and 1,800 feet (512.2 and 548.6 meters).  Please correct the elevation in the model input file.

