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January 21, 2003

Craig Bilezerian

City of Torrance

Department of Engineering

3031 Torrance Boulevard

Torrance, CA 90503

Dear Mr. Bilezerian:

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Del Amo 
Boulevard Extension Project
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.  We apologize for sending this comment letter after the close of the comment period.   
Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final  Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact  Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

LACO21203-05
Control Number
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the

Del Amo Boulevard Extension Project

1.
URBEMIS 7G:
The Lead Agency uses URBEMIS 7G to estimate the project's air quality impacts, as shown in Appendix D.  Please note that URBEMIS 2001 became available for use in March 2002.  URBEMIS 2001 uses emissions factors for on-road mobile sources that are more current than those used in URBEMIS 7G.  The most current on-road emission factors are substantially higher than previous factors.  The lead agency is therefore advised to use URBEMIS 2001 to estimate project's on-road mobile emissions.  The URBEMIS 2001 model is available on the California Air Resources Board website: www.arb.ca.gov. 

2.
Mitigation Measures:  
To reduce NOX emissions from heavy construction equipment during project construction, the Lead Agency proposes on page 3.6-13 of the DEIR the use of gasoline fuel instead of diesel fuel.  According to federal Environmental Protection Agency AP-42 Report, gasoline-fueled construction equipment discharges more carbon monoxide and reactive organic compounds than  diesel-fueled equipment.  (See Table A9-8-A on page A9-82 of the AQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook.)  AQMD staff recommends the use of alternative clean fuel such as natural gas instead of gasoline- or diesel-powered equipment.  If diesel equipment has to be used because of the lack of any clean fuel alternatives, it is recommended that the lead agency require the use of particulate filters and low sulfur diesel as defined in AQMD Rule 431.2, i.e. with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.
