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January 8, 2003

Biron Bauer:

County of San Bernardino

Land Use Services Department

Planning Division

385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182

Dear Mr. Bauer:

REF:  APN: 0232-081-65 - CUP FOR PROPOSED SPECULATIVE WAREHOUSE/MANUFACTURING BUILDINGS ON TENTATIVE TRACT MAP 16005, FONTANA

The South Coast Air Quality Management District received the above-mentioned document on December 13, 2002  after the deadline for submitting comments.
The AQMD has two major  concerns about this project and would appreciate if the lead agency consider performing a more substantial environmental analysis to address these issues.  First, the project, which involves grading about 358,800 square feet of land, would entail the use of diesel-operated construction equipment which would generate nitrogen oxides and particulate matter.  There will also be exhaust emissions from vehicles used to transport construction materials and employees.  These emissions are not addressed in the CUP evaluation.  Second, at buildout, the project which covers nine acres will be home to four industrial buildings totaling 109,900 square feet.  These buildings will attract substantial heavy-duty truck traffic.  California Air Resources Board has designated diesel particulates as a carcinogen.  Depending on the volume of truck traffic from the proposed project, the AQMD recommends that the lead agency perform an air toxics health risk analysis of the diesel truck particulate emissions.  The AQMD has prepared an interim guidance for preparing such an analysis and is enclosed.

In conclusion, the AQMD recommends that an in-depth air quality analysis focusing on construction as well as operational emissions be prepared for the proposed project.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the lead agency to address the above concerns and any questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist - CEQA Section at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely,  

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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