Paul Garry
-1-
June 3, 2003


[image: image1.jpg]


South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED:  June 6, 2003








June 6, 2003
Mr. Paul Garry
Senior Planner
City of El Segundo Department of Community, Economic, and Dev. Services
350 Main Street
El Segundo, CA 90245

Dear Mr. Garry,

Draft Environmental Impact Report
Los Angeles Air Force Base Land Conveyance, Construction and 
Development Project – City of El Segundo

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.  Sufficient documentation was not provided in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the AQMD to review the CO Hotspot analysis.  Ms. Linda Micale of Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. provided additional documentation to the AQMD and requested that the AQMD continue to review and provide comments on the Draft EIR and new documentation even if comments are submitted after the close of the 45-day public review period.
Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact James Koizumi, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3234 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: JK
LAC0030411-02
Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report

Los Angeles Air Force Base Land Conveyance, Construction and Development Project – City of El Segundo
1. CO Background Concentrations:  On page 4.4.3-12, Table 4.4.3-6 presents one-hour and eight-hour ambient background CO concentrations as 6.68 ppm and 4.68 ppm.  The source of these concentrations was not presented.  When contacted about the CO hotspot analysis, Mr. Robert Stark of Terry A. Hayes Associates LLC told Mr. James Koizumi of the AQMD that the second highest monitored ambient CO concentrations were used to establish background CO concentrations (telephone conversation on May 27, 2002).  Although EPA allows the use of the second highest monitored annual ambient CO concentration, AQMD policy recommends using the highest monitored ambient CO concentration within the last three years of published data as background when performing a CO hotspots analysis.  Monitored ambient CO concentrations can be downloaded from the AQMD website at http://ozone.aqmd.gov/smog/.
2. CO Emission Factors:  Neither the Draft EIS nor the technical appendices included information on the version of EMFAC used to perform the CO hotspots analysis.  When contacted, Mr. Robert Stark of Terry A. Hayes Associates LLC told Mr. James Koizumi of the AQMD that EMFAC7F was used to develop emission factors for the CO hotspots analysis.  While EMFAC7F was approved for use for analysis of projects, it was superceded by EMFAC2002 for CO hotspots analyses on April 1, 2003.  The grace period for using EMFAC7F ends June 30, 2003.  If the final EIR is not released prior to three years after the release of the draft EIR, the CO hotspots analysis will need to be redone using EMFAC2002 emission factors.  EMFAC2002 can be downloaded from the Air Resources Board website at http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/on-road/latest_version.htm.  

3. CO Hotspots:  The CO hotspots analysis was difficult to review, because documentation was sparse.  Further information was provided by Ms. Jocelyn Swain of Christopher Joseph & Associates; Ms. Linda Micale of Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.; Mr. David Kobe of Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.; and Mr. Robert Stark of Terry A. Hayes Associates LLC via e-mail and telephone conversation.  Specific comments on the modeling analysis include the following:
· CAL3QHC output files are presented in Appendix G of the Draft EIR.  These output files show Version 93157 of the CAL3QHC model was used.  This model was updated in 1995.  Please remodel with the current version 95221.  This version can be downloaded from the Support Center for Regulatory Models (SCRAM) at http://www.epa.gov/scram001/tt22.htm.

· The AQMD was not able to review traffic signal timing, because documentation was not provided in the Draft EIR.  Please document how traffic signal timing was developed for input into the CAL3QHC model and include it in the Final EIR.

· Receptors appear to be placed at fixed points at NW, NE, SW, and SE positions around intersections.  Please place receptors as close to their true locations as possible, but outside of the three meter (10 feet) mixing zone as prescribed by EPA in the User’s Guide to CAL3QHC Version 2.0: A Modeling Methodology for Predicting Pollutant Concentration Near Roadway Intersections, EPA-45/R-92-006.  The AQMD suggests placing receptors in multiple as described in the following bullet points pursuant to EPA guidance provided in Guidance for Modeling Carbon Monoxide from Roadway Intersection, EPA-45A/R-92-005 :
· All sidewalks to which the general public has access on a more-or-less continuous basis.

· A vacant lot near an intersection, where the general public would have continu​ous access in the immediate vicinity.

· Portions of a nearby parking lot to which pedestrians have continuous access.

· In the vicinity of parking lot entrances and exits, provided a nearby area contains a public sidewalk, residences, or structures to which the general public is likely to have continuous access.

· On the property lines of all residences, hospitals, rest homes, schools, playgrounds, and the entrances and air intakes to all other buildings.

4. Mitigation:  Please revise mitigation measures, if significant adverse impacts are predicted by the changes requested above.
