[image: image1.jpg]


South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED: MARCH 13, 2003





March 13, 2003
Mr. Kevin R. Barre
Director, Facility Planning and Management Branch
Long Beach Unified School District
2425 Webster Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90810
Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 12-acre New Dooley’s Site Elementary School/Sutter School Conversion – Long Beach Unified School District
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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March 13, 2003
Director, Facility Planning and Management Branch

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 12-acre New Dooley’s Site Elementary School/Sutter School Conversion – Long Beach Unified School District
1. On page 15, Section VII. Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Explanation b-c, the Draft MND describes soil excavation that has the potential to be classified as a hazardous waste. The lead agency is reminded that, if soil is contaminated by hydrocarbon contaminants, contaminated sites would be subject to SCAQMD Rule 1166 and that compliance should be referenced in the Final MND.
2. Page 15 also references potential asbestos removal, which is covered under SCAQMD Rule 1403. In paragraph b-c, the lead agency states, in part “As the proposed conversion would not involve any work in on-site structures than the modular buildings being removed, the project would not result in impacts relating to lead or asbestos.” In the Final MND, the lead agency should clarify if the buildings to be removed could contain asbestos and whether or not removal involves demolition onsite before removal. If asbestos is present and the modular buildings will be demolished onsite, then compliance with SCAQMD Rule 1403 – Asbestos Removal should be included in the Final MND.
3. On pages 26 and 27, Section XV. Transportation/Traffic and in Appendix B (Kimley-Horn and Associates Traffic Report) on page 12, the Draft MND states, in part “Table 4 (2005 Background + Project AM Peak Hour LOS) indicates that the Long Beach Boulevard/51st Street AM peak hour intersection LOS would worsen from B to F with the addition of project traffic and the conversion of the roadway to one-way eastbound, when compared with the 2005 Background (without project). This would be a significant project impact that requires mitigation. It is assumed that installation of a traffic signal at this location would mitigate the project impact.”

Although the lead agency has described the proposed mitigation measure for the intersection that would be significantly adversely affected by the proposed project, the lead agency has not demonstrated quantitatively that the addition of the traffic signal will reduce congestion impacts to below the threshold of significance. The quantification of the effects of the mitigation measure is important because the results may warrant performing a CO hotspots analysis. The AQMD recommends performing the CO hotspots analysis if the volume to capacity ratio increases by two percent or more as a result of a proposed project for intersections rated D or worse. The proposed project’s level of service deterioration from B to D or worse would qualify for a CO hotspots analysis.
