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May 15, 2003

Mr. Orlando Hernandez, Associate Planner

City of Fontana

8353 Sierra Avenue

Fontana, CA 92335

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 218.7-Acre Industrial Land and Hotel Use Specific Plan – City of Fontana
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section





Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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May 15, 2003
Associate Planner

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 218.7-Acre Industrial Land and Hotel Use Specific Plan – City of Fontana
1. 1 On page 4.5-8 of the Draft EIR, the lead agency states that daily combustion emissions from both on-site equipment, on-road trucks, and other vehicles were calculated for each phase. Tables 4.5-3 through 4.5-5 show total construction emissions, including vehicle combustion emissions. The text states further that vehicle combustion emissions were calculated by combining utilization factors with appropriate emission factors for worst-case daily activity phases. Review of the air quality analysis section and Appendix D – Air Quality Study failed to provide information on the utilization factors, number of on-road and off-road vehicles used, emission factors, assumptions, equations used, etc. As a result, AQMD was unable to verify the vehicle combustion emission results. It is recommended that the lead agency include all information related to calculating air quality impacts in both the Draft and Final documents.
2. Relative to comment #1. above, Appendix D includes URBEMIS2001 construction output data for the proposed project. Since the construction output data from the model were apparently not used as part of the construction analysis, the model’s construction output data should be deleted to avoid confusion.

3. Review of URBEMIS2001 operation output files in Appendix D indicates that the lead agency has not included the output data for mitigation operation emissions or the report identifying whether input defaults were modified. First, given that operation emissions exceed the significance thresholds for all criteria pollutants analyzed except SOx, it is recommended that the lead agency consider mitigation measures identified by the model, determine if they are feasible, and, if feasible, require them to be implemented. Second, it is recommended that the lead agency include in the report regarding any modifications to input defaults so the public can evaluate whether or not such modifications, (if any), are appropriate.
4. On page 4.5-16 of the Draft EIR, the South Coast AQMD recommends the following changes and additions to the mitigation measures proposed by the lead agency, if feasible:
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May 15, 2003

Associate Planner

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 218.7-Acre Industrial Land and Hotel Use Specific Plan – City of Fontana
4. cont.
“Mitigation Measure 4.5.A:  Dust control during grading activities on the site shall implement best available control measures (BACMs) exceeding the minimum dust control requirements of SCAQMD Rule 403. Recommended cConstruction activity mitigation comprising BACMs shall include:

Dust Control

· Limit the simultaneous disturbance area to as small an area as practical. Areas being simultaneously graded must not exceed 8 acres per day.

· Terminate soil disturbance when winds exceed 25 miles per hour.

· Stabilize previously disturbed areas if subsequent construction is delayed. Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more).

· Sweep streets at the end of the day or if visible soil is carried onto adjacent public paved roads. (Recommend Rule 1186 certified sweepers)).

· Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation. 

Emissions

· Require 90-day low NOx tune-ups for off-road equipment or as required by manufacturer’s specifications.
· Limit allowable idling to 10 2 minutes for trucks and heavy equipment.

· Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel or gasoline generators.

· Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

· Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

· Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

· Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.

· Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

· Use low sulfur diesel for construction equipment.
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May 15, 2003

Associate Planner

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 218.7-Acre Industrial Land and Hotel Use Specific Plan – City of Fontana
4. cont.
Off-Site Impacts

· Encourage car pooling for construction workers.

· Limit lane closures to off-peak travel periods.

· Park construction vehicles off traveled roadways.

· Wet down or and cover dirt, sand, soil or other loose materials hauled off-site to maintain at least two feet of freeboard (i.e. minimum vertical distance between top of the load and the top of the trailer) in accordance with the requirements of CVC Section 23114.

· Wash or sweep access points daily.
· Encourage receipt of construction materials during non-peak traffic hours.

· Sandbag construction sites for erosion control.

