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May 9, 2003
Mr. Jim Thorsen

Director of Public Works

City of Agoura Hills

30001 Ladyface Court

Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Initial Study/Environmental Assessment for Kanan Road at US 101

Improvements – Agoura Hills

Dear Mr. Thorsen:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Assessment.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Assessment.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D. Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LAC030416-01

Control Number

Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA)for Kanan Road at U.S. 101

Improvements – Agoura Hills

Construction VOC and NOX Emissions:  The environmental checklist in the main text of the IS/EA superficially discusses air quality impacts of the proposed project.  In the accompanying Technical Appendices, the lead agencies include a micro scale analysis of potential CO emissions generated by the proposed project.  The lead agencies, however, fail to provide a quantitative analysis of the project’s mass daily VOC, NOX and PM10 emissions.  The air quality discussion in Attachment C in the Technical Appendices qualitatively dismisses these emissions with statements such as, “There is … no reason to believe that this project will contribute to a PM10 hot spot that will cause or contribute to violations of the PM10 National Ambient Air Quality Standards.” (See page 15 of Attachment C).  
The lead agencies point out on page 18 of Attachment C that the operation of construction equipment also generates air pollutants from the combustion of diesel fuel or gasoline.  They conclude, “The mobile nature of the equipment and the linear progression of roadway projects minimizes adverse impact potential from construction equipment exhaust emissions.”    Without providing a quantitative analysis of the project’s potential VOC and NOX emissions using analysis methodologies consistent with those in the AQMD’s 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that those emissions are not significant.  Please note also that designations of nonattainment are based on daily exceedances of an ambient air quality standard.  Consequently, whether or not emissions are mobile or short-term is not relevant to determining a project’s air quality significance.  If the project emissions exceed established significance thresholds, pursuant to CEQA mitigation measures  must be imposed by the lead agency to reduce those emissions to the maximum extent feasible.
