[image: image1.jpg]


South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED: MAY 23, 2003





May 23, 2003

Mr. Lawrence A. Mainez, Principal Planner

City of Palm Springs

P.O. Box 2743

Palm Springs, CA 92263-2743

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Palm Springs International Airport Master Plan Improvements – City of Palm Springs

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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May 23, 2003
Principal Planner

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Palm Springs International Airport Master Plan Improvements – City of Palm Springs
1. In the Initial Study under Section VI. Project Description page 2 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), it is assumed that the lead agency’s Draft MND tiers off of the original 1995 Airport Master Plan EIR/EA CEQA document pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15152.

CEQA Guidelines §15152(f)(3) states, “Significant effects have been adequately addressed if the lead agency determines that: …(b) they have been examined at a sufficient level of detail in the prior environmental impact report to enable those effects to be mitigated or avoided by site specific revisions, the imposition of conditions, or by other means in connection with the approval of the later project…” Although some annual operational summary emissions information is supplied in Attachment C, no previous analysis information is included in the Draft MND for short and long term emissions for the projects listed on pages 29 and 30 (Draft Airport Master Plan – Capital Improvement Program Projects). Further, the Capital Improvement Program Projects on pages 29 and 30 simply lists the name of new projects specifically described as not being included in the 1995 EIR. It is therefore unclear whether the previous project considered in sufficient detail site-specific impacts from the currently proposed project or whether additional site specific analysis is warranted. Consequently, since information from the previous CEQA document or a more detailed site-specific analysis was not included in the Draft MND, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse construction or operational air quality impacts.
It is also recommended that the lead agency quantify construction and operation impacts for these projects not included in the 1995 Airport Master Plan EIR. Methodologies for quantifying air quality impacts can be found in the AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook. Other approved methodologies can be used as long as there is sufficient justification and documentation supporting their use.
.

