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November 5, 2003

Donald Granger

City of Rancho Cucamonga

Planning Division

10500 Civic Center Drive

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

Dear Mr. Granger:

Negative Declaration for Development Review DRC2003-00239 and TTM SUBTPM 16167: Charles Joseph Associates

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC031009-02

Control Number

Negative Declaration (ND) For Development Review DRC2003-00239

and TTM SUBTPM 16167

1.
Project Emissions:
Evaluation of air quality impacts in the ND appears to tier off of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that was prepared for the City of Rancho Cucamonga’ General Plan.  CEQA Guidelines Section 15152(d)(1) states that the analysis in the CEQA document for a later project should limit the discussion of the effects of the later project to those effects that were not examined in the prior EIR.  It is not clear from the ND whether the City General Plan specifically analyzed the construction and operational air quality impacts of the proposed 339,377 square-foot seven-building project on the 20.52 acre- property in the industrial area.  If the construction and operational impacts of the project were analyzed in the prior EIR, it is suggested that to facilitate the review of the current project, the lead agency attach a project emissions table in an appendix to the Final ND.   As noted on page 7, URBEMIS 7G was used to analyze the project’s air quality impacts.  It is recommended that air quality impacts be reanalyzed using URBEMIS 2002, which is the current California Air Resources Board (CARB) -approved model for analyzing air quality impacts.  The mobile source emission factors are substantially higher in URBEMIS 2002 compared to URBEMIS 7G.  As a result, the General Plan EIR may have substantially underestimated air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The current model can be obtained at the CARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.  

2.
Diesel Truck Emissions:

According to the ND, the proposed seven buildings will be used for industrial purposes, including warehouses and manufactcuring uses.  Warehouses and large industrial manufacturing facilities typically attract some amount of heavy-duty diesel trucks, which emit diesel particulates.  CARB has designated diesel particulates as a carcinogen since 1998.  It is recommended that the lead agency provide data regarding the volume of diesel truck traffic and what the air quality impacts are going to be on the roadways along the truck routes and the sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the project.  Depending on the volume of truck traffic from the proposed warehouse facilities, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency perform an air toxics health risk analysis of the diesel truck emissions.  The SCAQMD has prepared interim guidance for preparing such an analysis.  This can be accessed at the SCAQMD website: www.aqmd.gov, under California Environmental Quality Act, AQMD Air Quality Analysis Guidance Handbook and Health Risk Assessment Guidance.  If the cancer risk exceeds ten in a million, specific mitigation measures must be identified by the lead agency to reduce the risk.  
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