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November 26, 2003

Dr. Daryl Koutnik

County of Los Angeles

Department of Regional Planning

Impact Analysis Section, Room 1348

320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Dr. Koutnik
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

Athens Services MRF/Transfer Station:  City of Industry
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
Attachment

SS: CB

LACO31021-05
Control Number
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

Athens Services MRF/Transfer Station: City of Industry
1. Construction Emissions:
Reviewing the construction calculation methodologies in Appendix 5.3 indicates that the lead agency applied emission reductions from complying with SCAQMD Rule 403.  Although the project must comply with Rule 403, the specific dust control measures are not identified, so the SCAQMD cannot verify if the control efficiencies used are appropriate.  Please identify in the Final ELR the specific BACM applied to each fugitive dust generating activity and the source of the control efficiency for each BACM used.
2. Emission Factors:
The footnotes in the Construction Activity Emissions tables in Appendix 5.3 indicate that on-road mobile source emission factors from Tables A9-5-J and K in the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook were used in estimating on-road mobile source construction emissions from water and haul trucks and construction worker vehicles.  These emission factors were derived from EMFAC7EP.  Table 2 in Appendix 5.3 also shows that on-road mobile source emission factors from EMFAC7G were used to estimate operational emissions from passenger and construction worker vehicles.  Similarly, the simplified CALINE4 CO hotspots analysis uses EMFAC7G on-road mobile source emission factors to calculate potential CO hotspots that may be generated by the proposed project.  Please note that EMFAC7EP and EMFAC7G are older versions of California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) current EMFAC 2002.  Emission factors from EMFAC 2002 have been demonstrated to be much higher than the factors in earlier versions.  It is therefore likely that the emissions from these vehicles shown in the tables may be underestimated.  Further, current U.S. EPA Guidelines on performing CO hotspots analysis requires using EMFAC 2002 to perform CO hotspots analysis (Federal Register: April 1, 2003 [vol. 68, No. 62] pages 15720 – 15723.  Please use EMFAC 2002 to recalculate the on-road mobile source emissions and the CO hotspots analysis for the project.
3. Diesel Truck Emissions:
Table 2 on page 6b of the Traffic Study in Appendix 5.1 shows that at buildout the project will increase the number of average daily trips (ADT) for heavy-duty trucks by approximately 1,700 trip ends.  CARB has designated diesel particulates as a carcinogen since 1998.  It is recommended that the lead agency analyze potential health risks from heavy-duty trucks to sensitive receptors along the truck routes.  The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency perform an air toxics health risk analysis of the diesel truck particulate emissions.  The SCAQMD has prepared interim guidance for preparing such an analysis.  This can be accessed at the SCAQMD website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/html under Health Risk Assessment Guidance.  If the cancer risk exceeds ten in a million, specific mitigation measures must be identified by the lead agency to reduce the risk.  Mitigation measures identified in this guidance document, including the use of oxidation catalysts will not only reduce toxic PM10 emissions, but will also help reduce operational NOX emissions, which were concluded to exceed the daily NOX significance threshold.  

4. Truck Trip Length:
The analysis on heavy-duty on-road mobile source emissions appears to indicate that the total trip length for tipping truck trips is approximately 5.7 miles while the total trip length for the MRF truck trips is approximately 9.8 miles.  In the Final EIR please explain how these trip lengths were derived.
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