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FAXED: OCTOBER 17, 2003




October 17, 2003

Mr. Scott Mangum, Planner
City of Long Beach
Community & Environmental Planning Division
Department of Planning and Building

333 West Ocean Boulevard, 5th Floor
Long Beach, CA 90802
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed

11-story Embassy Suites Hotel – City of Long Beach 
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Susan Nakamura




Planning & Rules Manager
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Planner
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed

11-story Embassy Suites Hotel – City of Long Beach 

1. On page 17, the lead agency states in the paragraph just above Table 2. Construction Emission(s) that “construction emissions are estimated to (be) below the  (AQMD) threshold levels.” The NOx estimate in Table 2 exceeds the AQMD daily threshold for that pollutant. Please clarify this apparent contradiction in the Final MND.
2. Table 2. Construction Emission on page 17 should be renamed to “Construction Emissions Estimates (lbs/day)”.
3. In Section III. B. Air Quality on pages 16-18, the lead agency based its conclusion that air quality impacts would be insignificant, with the exception of NOx construction emissions, by using the screening tables in Chapter 6 of the AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook). For future projects, it is recommended that the lead agency avoid using the screening tables in Handbook Chapter 6 for the following reasons. First, the tables were derived using an obsolete version of the CARB’s mobile source emission factors inventory (EMFAC7E). Further, the trip generation characteristics of the land uses identified in the Chapter 6 screening tables were based on the fifth edition of the ITE Trip Generation Manual. The most current version of this manual is the sixth edition.

As a result, it is recommended that the lead agency utilize the current CARB URBEMIS 2002 emissions model or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the Handbook to calculate construction and operational air quality impacts from future projects to ensure that air quality impacts are not significant. The URBEMIS 2002 model can be accessed at www.arb.ca.gov .
4. The lead agency has determined that construction emissions from the proposed project will exceed the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (South Coast AQMD) daily threshold for nitrogen oxide. Therefore, the South Coast AQMD recommends that the lead agency require the project proponent to include the following additional mitigation measures, if feasible: 

(a) Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

(b) Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

(c) Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

Mr. Scott Mangum
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(d) Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets.

(e) Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

(f) Maintain equipment according to manufacturer’s specifications.

(g) Prevent vehicle idling in excess of ten minutes.

(h) Use low sulfur diesel for construction equipment.
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