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October 7, 2003

Mr. Jeffrey W. Collier
City of Chino Hills

Community Development Department

2001 Grand Avenue

ChinoHills, CA 91709-4869

Dear Mr. Collier:

Amended Initial Study for the B.A.P.S. Temple 
And Cultural Center: Chino Hills
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has received requests from members of the public to review the above-named document.  Review of the SCAQMD’s intergovernmental review records indicates that there is no record that the SCAQMD received a copy of the Initial Study for the proposed project.  As a result, the SCAQMD was unable to submit any comments prior to the closing of the comment period.  The SCAQMD appreciates the lead agency’s offer to consider comments submitted after the close of the comment period.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Initial Study.

The SCAQMD would appreciate written responses to the comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Initial Study.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Susan Nakamura
Planning & Rules Manager
Attachment

SS: SN:CB

Initial Study for the B.A.P.S. Temple and Cultural Center:
Chino Hills
1. Screening Tables:

On page 12 of the Environmental Checklist, the lead agency concludes that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse air quality impacts because the project does not exceed any of the thresholds in the screening tables in Chapter 6 of the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook).  The lead agency uses the 220,000 square-foot educational facility threshold as a surrogate for the religious center proposed as part of the project.  By applying this criterion, the lead agency concludes that the B.A.P.S. Temple and Cultural Center, which covers a buildable area of 122,978 square feet, would not result in significant adverse impacts to air quality.  Please note that although the screening tables in the Handbook were developed by the SCAQMD, the SCAQMD no longer supports the use of these tables.  This is because the mobile source emission factors used in the tables are from an old version of the California Air Resources Board EMFAC model.  The current version is EMFAC 2002.  Furthermore, the trip generation rates used in the screening tables are from an older version of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.  The current version is the sixth.  To calculate potential adverse air quality impacts from the proposed project, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency use either the emission calculation methodologies from the Handbook or use the current version of the CARB-approved model URBEMIS 2002, which is available on the CARB website: www.arb.ca.gov. to calculate project emissions.
If quantification of emissions reveals that the project’s emissions exceed the established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be required by the lead agency to reduce emissions to less than significance. 

2. Construction Impacts:

On page 12 of the Environmental Checklist, the lead agency states that the construction of the proposed project would temporarily increase air pollutant emissions in the area, therefore the project would not result in long-term significant adverse air quality impacts.  The lead agency is reminded that designations of nonattainment are based on daily exceedances of an ambient air quality standard.  Consequently, whether or not emissions are temporary is irrelevant to determining air quality significance. 


_1127115499.doc


�












