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April 30, 2004

Mr. Jeff Hogan

City of Santa Clarita

Planning & Building Services Department

23920 Valencia Blvd., Suite 300

Santa Clarita, CA 91355

Dear Mr. Hogan:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

Riverpark Panhandle Project: Santa Clarita

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LACO40303-02

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

Riverpark Panhandel Project: Santa Clarita

1.
Project Emissions and Mitigation:

On pages 4.4-67 and 4.4-68 of the DEIR, the lead agency lists two mitigation measures that could reduce project emissions by substantial amounts, but they have been deemed technologically infeasible by the lead agency, as stated on page 4.4-68.  These measures are: 4.4-8, All on- and off-road construction equipment would use aqueous fuel, and 4.4-9, All on- and off-road construction equipment would employ cooled exhaust gas recirculation technology.  Based on information from the URBEMIS 2002 model, these two measures could potentially reduce NOX emissions by 54 percent, CO and VOC emissions by up to 90 percent, and PM10 emissions by 85 percent or more.  Though the lead agency describes these measures as infeasible, it nevertheless includes their control efficiencies in the mitigated constructed emissions in Table 4.4-22.  The lead agency justifies this approach by stating on page 4.4-68, “However, if these mitigation measures are found feasible at the time of construction, … the project’s emissions would be reduced substantially.”  Given the uncertainty of the feasibility of mitigation measures 4.4-8 and 4.4-9, it is inappropriate for the lead agency to claim emission reduction credit from them.  The SCAQMD, therefore, recommends that the control efficiencies associated with these two mitigation measures be removed from the mitigated emissions in Table 4.4-22, unless the lead agency is willing to require implementation of these measures.                

2.
Proposed Mitigation Measures:
It is recommended that the lead agency modify some of the mitigation measures already incorporated into the project, as stated on page 4.4-65 of the DEIR, as well as add new measures.  The lead agency proposes to use methanol- or natural gas-powered mobile equipment and pile drivers instead of diesel if readily available at competitive prices.  It also proposes to use propane- or butane-powered on-site mobile equipment instead of gasoline if readily available at competitive prices.  The SCAQMD recommends that these two measures be modified to include the use of compressed natural gas-powered equipment with oxidation catalysts instead of diesel-powered engines, or if diesel equipment has to be used, to use particulate filters, oxidation catalysts and low sulfur diesel as defined in SCAQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., diesel with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.
Other mitigation measures that the SCAQMD recommends include:

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.

· Construction access roads leading to the main roads should be paved to avoid dirt being carried on to the roadway.
· Truck routes to be redirected to avoid residential areas and schools.
3.
CALINE4 and CAL3QHC:

The lead agency used the simplified screening method presented in the BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines, December 1999, to complete the CO hotspots analysis.  The BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines state that a full CALINE4 analysis should be completed for proposed projects that generate over 10,000 vehicle trips per day.  The draft EIR states in Section 4.3 Traffic/Access that the project would generate 13,000 average trips per day.  Since SCAQMD does not recommend the use of the BAAQMD simplified screening method, and BAAQMD does not recommend using its simplified screening method for projects of the magnitude proposed, SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency use either CALINE4 or CAL3QHC to analyze the CO hotspots for the Final EIR.  
The CO hotspots analysis should be completed according to the methodology prescribed by the Transportation Project-Level Carbon Monoxide Protocol (CO Protocol) by the Institute of Transportation Studies, UC Davis, revised December 1997.  The CO Protocol may be downloaded from the California Department of Transportation website at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/air/coprot.htm.  CALINE4 can also be downloaded from the California Department of Transportation website at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/air/calinesw.htm.  CAL3QHC can be downloaded from Caliifornia Environmental Protection Agency website at http://www.epa.gov/scram001/tt22.htm.
4.
EMFAC 7G and CO Hotspots Analysis:
The lead agency used EMFAC 7G emissions factors in the CO hotspots analysis.  Please note that EMFAC 2002 was released by CARB in April 2003 as the official motor vehicle emission factor model and became the only approved motor vehicle emission factor model on June 30, 2003, according to Federal Register, Volume 68, Number 62, April 1, 2003.  Please remodel the CO concentrations with EMFAC 2002 emission factors for the Final EIR.  The model is available on the ARB website at: www.arb.ca.gov/msei/on-road/latest_version.htm
_1127115454.doc
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