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April 21, 2004

Mr. Dustin Woomer

Community Development Department

City of Calabasas

26135 Mureau Road

Calabasas, CA 91302

Draft Limited Scope Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 21-Acre 40-SFR Unit Entrada at Malibu Canyon – City of Calabasas
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document. The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report. 

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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April 21, 2004
Draft Limited Scope Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 21-Acre 40-SFR Unit Entrada at Malibu Canyon – City of Calabasas
1. In Chapter 7 on page 6 under Issue 2, the lead agency refers to EMFAC7G emission factors as being the most current motor vehicle emission factors. The most current model is the EMFAC2002 model from CARB, which can be accessed at http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.htm. Mobile source emissions should be revised using the EMFAC2002.
a. In the Draft EIR, the lead agency used the URBEMIS7G model to estimate construction and operational emissions for the proposed project. The lead agency should revise the emission estimates in the Final EIR using the most current program available i.e., Transportation and Land Use Programs URBEMIS2002 Computer Model, Version 7.4.2., which incorporates the latest EMFAC2002 emission factors from the California Air Resources Board (CARB). The URBEMIS2002 program can be accessed at the CARB website at www.arb.ca.gov. Both the URBEMIS2002 and EMFAC2002 have been available for almost two years now and some of the pollutant emission factors in both the URBEMIS2002 and EMFAC2002 models are substantially higher than comparable factors in the URBEMIS7G and EMFAC7G models.

b. In Chapter 7 Air Quality in Section 7.4 on page 8, Mitigation Measure (12) should be revised as follows, “Low VOC architectural and asphalt traffic coatings shall comply with AQMD Rule 1113-Architectural Coatings.” 

In Chapter 7 Air Quality in Section 7.4 on page 8, the lead agency includes compliance with SCAQMD Rule 1113 – Architectural Coatings, as a proposed mitigation measure. Complying with a rule, regulation, law, e.g., Rule 1113, should be part of the project description and incorporated into the project-specific impact of the calculations. The lead agency should consider requiring coatings with VOC content limits lower than those required by Rule 1113.
Finally, the proposed project emissions should be remodeled using the current URBEMIS2002 model because URBEMIS7G does not calculate emissions from asphalt-laying equipment but only emissions from the asphalt. 
Mr. Dustin Woomer
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April 21, 2004

Draft Limited Scope Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 21-Acre 40-SFR Unit Entrada at Malibu Canyon – City of Calabasas
2. In Chapter 7 Air Quality in Section 7.3 on page 5 under “Particulate” impacts, the lead agency estimates that the proposed project would generate about 22.42 pounds per day of PM10 based on modeling outputs. Since the lead agency used the URBEMIS7G model, it appears that PM10 emissions from the estimated 110,000 cubic yards of cut-and-fill described in Chapter 4 on page 9 are not included because URBEMIS7G is unable to calculate cut-and-fill operations. Cut-and-fill PM10 emissions should be calculated and included in the FINAL EIR. PM10 emissions can be calculated using the methodology in the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook, the URBEMIS2002, or other approved methodologies.
3. The lead agency should include the detailed output file reports from the URBEMIS modeling in the Final EIR.

4. The SCAQMD recommends the lead agency consider the following mitigation measure to further reduce Reactive Organic Compound impacts from the project, if feasible:

Recommended Addition:

13. “The application of asphalt coatings will comply with SCAQMD Rule 1108-Cutback Asphalt and Rule 1108.1-Emulsified Asphalt.” 
_1127115454.doc
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