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August 13, 2004

Ms. Patricia Henshaw
Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency of Orange County 

2009 E. Edinger Avenue

Santa Ana, Ca 92705

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Madison Materials Solid Waste Facility Permit to Operate for a Transfer/Processing Facility – Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency of Orange County
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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August 13, 2004

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Madison Materials Solid Waste Facility Permit to Operate for a Transfer/Processing Facility – Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency of Orange County
1. In Section 7 (a-e) Air Quality on page 34 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), the lead agency has determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. Although the lead agency describes on pages 33-35 potential operational source air quality impacts from fugitive dust, on- and off-road vehicles and equipment, and also proposes mitigation measures to reduce project impacts, the lead agency does not calculate operation emissions from the proposed project.  Because the lead agency did not estimate long-term air quality impacts, the lead agency has not therefore demonstrated that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse operational air quality impacts.

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15147, the Draft MND should contain sufficient technical detail to permit full assessment of significant environmental impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public. This information is especially important for the SCAQMD, as a responsible agency, because SCAQMD permit engineers rely on the CEQA document when processing subsequent permit applications submitted by the project proponent.  Therefore, the Final MND should include the operational emission estimates, emission factors, methodologies and control efficiencies for the proposed mitigation measures. This information could be included in the Final MND in a table, as part of the narration or as an appendix.

In order to calculate the proposed project’s emission impacts to ensure that they are not significant, the lead agency can utilize the current CARB URBEMIS 2002 emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/urbemis/urbemis2002/urbemis2002.htm or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

In addition to identifying feasible mitigation measures in the Draft MND, the lead agency should specify the control efficiency of each mitigation measure (if one is available) and apply the control efficiency to the total emissions estimated for the project. In this way the lead agency can quantitatively determine the significance of air quality impacts from the proposed project.

Ms. Patricia Henshaw
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August 13, 2004

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Madison Materials Solid Waste Facility Permit to Operate for a Transfer/Processing Facility – Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency of Orange County
2. In addition to the mitigation measures proposed by the lead agency on pages 34-35 of the Draft MND, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider adding the following mitigation measures to further reduce fugitive dust (PM10) and odor impacts from the proposed project, if feasible:

Recommended Additions:

a) Tarps used to cover waste in bins and trailers shall be either solid material or fine mesh;

b) Paved surface cleaning shall be conducted at a frequency or when visible dust accumulation occur to minimize track-out and particulate re-entrainment;

c) All unloading, sorting, storage, and loading of waste shall be conducted in a fully-enclosed structure;

d) The door and ventilation openings of the structure shall remain closed when not in use and, when open, open a minimum amount necessary for safe movement of vehicles and adequate ventilation; and

e) The door and ventilation openings of the structure should be equipped with a comprehensive water fog/mist sprayer system designed to minimize fugitive dust, with the capability of adding odor neutralizing chemicals provided that the chemicals do not by themselves cause or aggravate a nuisance.
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