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February 20, 2004

Mr. Ron Saenz

California Department of Parks and Recreation

Southern Service Center

8885 Rio San Diego Drive, No. 270

San Diego, CA 92108

Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the proposed 58-acre Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook site - California Department of Parks and Recreation
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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Adopt Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the proposed 58-acre Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook site - California Department of Parks and Recreation
1. In Table 3.6-3 on page 3.6-8 of the Draft EIR, the lead agency estimated short- and long-term emissions using the URBEMIS 2002 computer model. In the Final EIR and for subsequent analyses, the lead agency should include the model’s output sheets as an appendix along with the assumptions and changes made to the model to estimate construction and operational emissions. This is especially important for this project given the fact that construction NOx emissions are so close to the applicable significance threshold.
2. The Estimated Construction Emissions’ table on page 3.6-8 shows total construction estimates for the proposed project. In the Final EIR, it is recommended that construction estimates should be broken down by emission source for each relevant construction phase, i.e., any demolition, site preparation, and construction, showing emissions sources such as on- and off-road vehicle emissions, worker trips and architectural coating activities.

3. The discussion on page 3.6-9 states that construction activities will emit approximately 2,335 pounds of PM10, which would result in a maximum daily average of approximately 53.53 pounds of PM10. Since the URBEMIS 2002 output files were not included and construction emissions are not broken down by emissions source, it is unclear how a PM10 control efficiency of over 97 percent is achieved. In the Final EIR please demonstrate how such a high control efficiency is achieved. If the lead agency cannot document a control efficiency of 97 percent and PM10 emissions exceed the applicable significance threshold, the following mitigation measures are recommended, if feasible:
a. Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more).

b. Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit the construction site onto paved roads or wash off trucks and any equipment leaving the site each trip.
c. Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation.

4. Although the construction emission impacts for PM10 for the proposed project were estimated to be insignificant, the lead agency should consider revising some of the mitigation measures on page 3.6-10 and 3.6-11 to further reduce fugitive dust (PM10) and NOx impacts from the project, if feasible:
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the proposed 58-acre Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook site - California Department of Parks and Recreation
Recommended Changes:

AIR-3
All equipment shall be properly tuned and maintained according to manufacturer’s specifications.
AIR-5
Surface of dirt piles shall be stabilized if not removed immediately using the following methods: enclose, cover, water twice daily or apply non-toxic binders according to manufacturer’s specifications.
AIR-6
Paved streets shall be swept at least once per day with Rule 1186 compliant sweepers where there is evidence of dirt that has been carried onto the roadway or adjacent roadways.
AIR-7
Replace ground cover in Ddisturbed areas that will not be paved as quickly as possible as part of the proposed project shall be revegetated to prevent soil erosion.
AIR-8
For paved road track-out, all haul vehicles shall be covered or comply with vehicle freeboard requirements of Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code for both public and private roads.
5. On page 3.6-11, the lead agency discusses propose mitigation measures during high wind conditions but does not define what is meant by high wind conditions. The lead agency should specify what it means by high wind conditions in the Final EIR. If the lead agency means high winds of 25 mph or greater, then the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency should cease all soil disturbance activities. For windy conditions less than 25 mph, the lead agency’s proposed measures (AIR-10 through AIR-13) are sufficient.
6. Because NOx emissions during construction are so close to the applicable significance threshold, additional mitigation measures for consideration by the lead agency to ensure that NOx emissions do not exceed the applicable threshold, include the following:
a. Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel power generators.

b. Prevent trucks from idling longer than 10 minutes.
c. Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

d. Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

e. Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the proposed 58-acre Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook site - California Department of Parks and Recreation
f. Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.

g. Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.
h. Ensure that all heavy equipment are equipped with oxidation catalysts.
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