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FAXED: JANUARY 28, 2004 




January 28, 2004

Ms. Pauline Lewicki, Principal Planner
City of Los Angeles
Community Redevelopment Agency
354 South Spring Street, Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed USC Galen Center and Athletic Pavilion – Community Redevelopment Agency, City of Los Angeles

Dear Ms. Lewicki:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the agency’s granting additional time to submit comments on the proposed project.  The additional time was needed to obtain information from the lead agency’s consultant on the air quality modeling analysis. The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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January 28, 2004
Principal Planner
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed USC Galen Center and Athletic Pavilion – Community Redevelopment Agency, City of Los Angeles

1. In Volume I page 244 in paragraph two of the DEIR, the lead agency states that construction would begin in 2004 but the three URBEMIS 2002 model output sheets (Construction for the Events Center, Parking Structure and Athletic Pavilion) in Volume II Appendix D start with year 2005. Please clarify which year construction will begin in the Final EIR (FEIR) and adjust the modeling outputs if construction activity will include year 2004.
2. Interpreting the results in Table 15 on page 245 is difficult for a number of reasons. First, it was difficult correlating numbers to the URBEMIS output files because they were not labeled according to which year of data was being used or whether emissions were mitigated or unmitigated. Although it was provided upon request, Appendix D did not include output sheets for the mitigated arena construction emissions for the year 2005..
Second, there should be a better description in the text regarding which phases are assumed to overlap for the analysis. The text is somewhat vague and implies that the analysis assumes that all construction phases have overlapping emissions, even though we are aware that there are two different scenarios analyzed.
Third, emission results would be easier to interpret if the emissions for different phases of overlapping emissions were provided separately, summed, then compared to the significance threshold rather than simply providing all of the overlapping phases’ emissions, which implies to the reader that they are summed and compared to the significance threshold. For example, Table 15 presents total overlapping activities of construction of the Galen Center, construction of the Athletic Pavilion, and Demolition for the Parking Structure (Line 3). Emissions results would be easier to evaluate if the overlapping phases as shown in the following example were presented in separate tables:
	
	CO
	NOX
	PM10
	ROC
	SOx

	Mitigated or Unmitigated?)

Construction of Galen Center, 

Athletic Pavilion (Year)
	
	
	
	
	

	Demolition for Parking Structure
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Daily Emissions (lbs/day)
	
	
	
	
	

	SCAQMD Daily Significance Thresholds 
	
	
	
	
	

	Significant? (yes or no)
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January 28, 2004
Principal Planner
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed USC Galen Center and Athletic Pavilion – Community Redevelopment Agency, City of Los Angeles

Finally, please note whether or not emission results are peak daily emissions.

3. In Volume I of the DEIR, Table 15 (Project Related Daily Construction Using CO emission estimates as an example, Table 15, the site preparation phase for the Mitigation Measure D.1 on page 261 in Volume I of the DEIR lists implementation of AQMD Rule 403 as a mitigation measure and Rule 403 requirements are included in Volume II in Appendix D. Complying with a rule, regulation, law, etc., should not be considered as mitigation because it does not achieve reduction beyond what is already required. Instead, the effects of complying with a rule, e.g., the specific portions of Rule 403 the lead agency intends to implement should be part of the project description and incorporated into the project-specific impact calculations.

4. The lead agency has determined that at minimum construction emissions from the proposed project will exceed the SCAQMD daily significance threshold for nitrogen oxide volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Therefore, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency require the project proponent to include the following additional mitigation measures, if feasible: 

a) Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

b) Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

c) Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

d) Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets.

e) Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

f) Use alternative clean fuels such as low sulfur diesel and compressed natural gas powered construction equipment with oxidation catalysts or particulate traps.

g) Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation.
h) Use low VOC coatings and solvents.

5. Similar to comment 2 above, Tables 17 and 18 in Volume I pages 251-252 show operational emissions, but do not indicate whether these emissions are mitigated or unmitigated emissions or which year they represent. In the Appendix D, the URBEMIS 2002 output sheets show unmitigated emission estimates. For clarity, please present the pre-mitigation and post-mitigation emissions in Tables 17 and 18 in the FEIR.
Ms. Pauline Lewicki
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Principal Planner
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed USC Galen Center and Athletic Pavilion – Community Redevelopment Agency, City of Los Angeles

6. The lead agency has also determined that long-term operations will also exceed the SCAQMD’s daily significance thresholds for nitrogen oxide and VOC emissions. Therefore, the South Coast AQMD recommends that the lead agency require the project proponent to include the following mitigation measures, if feasible: 

(a) Install solar or low-emission water heaters to reduce energy consumption.

(b) Install built-in low-polluting energy-efficient appliances to reduce energy consumption.

(c) Install automatic lighting on/off controls and energy-efficient lighting to reduce electricity consumption and associated emissions.

(d) Install energy-efficient and automated controls for air conditioners to reduce energy consumption and associated emissions.

(e) Install light-colored roofing materials as opposed to dark roofing materials.  These light-colored materials would reflect rather than absorb sunlight and minimize heat gains in buildings.

(f) Construct bicycle lanes and sidewalks to promote biking and walking as alternatives to using the automobile for commuting purposes.

(g) Construct bus stops at strategic positions on site in collaboration with the bus transit service provider.
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