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FAXED: JANUARY 28, 2004



January 28, 2004

Mr. Douglas Fenn, Associate Planner

City of Rancho Cucamonga

Planning Division

10500 Civic Center Drive

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 7.01-acre Marriott’s Town Place Suites, Three Restaurants and Retail Building – City of Rancho Cucamonga
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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January 28, 2004
Associate Planner

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 

7.01-acre Marriott’s Town Place Suites, Three Restaurants and Retail Building – City of Rancho Cucamonga
1. In the Initial Study under Section 3. Air Quality a) pages 5 and 6 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), it is assumed that the lead agency’s Draft MND tiers off of the original 2001 General Plan Final EIR (FEIR) document pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15152.

Although the evaluation of air quality impacts in the Draft MND appears to tier off the 2001 General Plan FEIR, CEQA Guidelines Section 15152(d)(1) states that the analysis in the CEQA document for a later project should limit the discussion of the effects of the later project to those effects that were not examined in the prior EIR.  It is not clear from the Draft MND whether the City General Plan specifically analyzed the construction and operational air quality impacts of the proposed 68,714 square-foot four-story hotel, three-restaurants totaling 21,000 square feet and a 8,400 square foot retail building project on the 7.01 acre property in the industrial area.  If the construction and operational impacts of the project were analyzed in the prior EIR, it is suggested that to facilitate the review of the current project, the lead agency attach a project emissions table in an appendix to the Final MND.   As noted on page 6 of the Draft MND, URBEMIS 7G was used to analyze the project’s air quality impacts in the General Plan EIR.  It is recommended that air quality impacts be reanalyzed for the proposed project using URBEMIS 2002, which is the current California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved model for analyzing air quality impacts from land use projects.  The mobile source emission factors are substantially higher in URBEMIS 2002 compared to URBEMIS 7G.  As a result, the General Plan EIR may have substantially underestimated air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The current model can be obtained at the CARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.  
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