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July 16, 2004

Mr. Craig Miller
Orange County Water District

10500 Ellis Avenue
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed Application to Appropriate Santa Ana River Water – Orange County Water District
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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July 16, 2004

Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed Application to Appropriate Santa Ana River Water – Orange County Water District
1. In the Draft EIR in Volume I page 3.6-5 and in Appendix E. Air Emissions Worksheets, the lead agency describes in the narration using emission factors from the EMFAC2000 model but Appendix E shows that the EMFAC7G model was used to estimate some of the construction impacts. These emission factors are from an earlier version of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) on-road mobile source emission factor model. In the Final EIR, it is therefore recommended that air quality impacts be reanalyzed using the current version of the model, EMFAC2002, because some of the mobile source emission factors are substantially higher in EMFAC2002 compared to earlier models like EMFAC7G. As a result, the Draft MND may have substantially underestimated mobile source air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The current model can be obtained at the CARB’s website: http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.htm .
2. To the estimate potential impacts from asphalt paving, Appendix E indicates that asphalt emission factors from the URBEMIS7G computer model were used. The spreadsheets, however, show an asphalt emission factor of zero. Consequently, the asphalt emission impacts have not been calculated. If paving will occur as indicated in the second bullet on page 3.6-6, asphalt emissions should be calculated. In addition, impacts from asphalt haul trucks, spreaders, and rollers should also be calculated.

3. In the event that the lead agency (see Comment #1), after reviewing its construction calculations for nitrogen oxide, has determined that construction emissions from the proposed project will exceed the SCAQMD’s daily threshold for that emission, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency require the project proponent to include the following additional mitigation measures, if applicable and feasible: 

(a) Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

(b) Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets, residential areas or schools.

(c) Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

(d) Maintain equipment according to manufacturer’s specifications.

(e) Prevent vehicle idling in excess of ten minutes.

(f) Use low sulfur diesel oxidation catalysts, and particulate traps for construction equipment.

(g) Restrict idling emissions by using auxiliary power units and electrification.
Mr. Craig Miller
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July 16, 2004

Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed Application to Appropriate Santa Ana River Water – Orange County Water District
4. In Volume I of the DEIR, the following wording to the fourth mitigation measure on page 3.6-6 should be revised:

· Streets shall be swept daily with SCAQMD Rule 1186 certified water sweepers (recommend water sweepers with reclaimed water) if visible soil material is carried onto adjacent public streets.
_1127116519.doc
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