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FAXED:  JULY 16, 2004
July 16, 2004

Mr. Michael Rosauer, CPUC

c/o Environmental Science Associates

225 Bush Street, Suite 1700

San Francisco, CA 94104

Dear Mr. Rosauer:

Draft Environmental Impact Report for Southern California Gas Company’s
Application to Value and Sell Surplus Property

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.
Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LAC040610-01
Control Number
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for Southern California Gas Company’s Application to Value and Sell Surplus Property
1. SCAQMD Screening Tables:
Reference is made on pages 4.B-20 and 4.B-21 of the DEIR to the use of the screening tables in the 1993 SCAQMD Air Quality CEQA Handbook (Handbook).  Based on these screening tables, the lead agency concludes that neither the construction nor operation associated with the future development of the 36 lots would result in significant air quality impacts.  Please note that although the screening tables in the Handbook were developed by the SCAQMD, the SCAQMD no longer supports the use of these tables.  This is because the mobile source emission factors used in the tables are from an old version of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) EMFAC model.  Furthermore, the trip generation rates used in the screening tables are from an older version of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.  The current version is the seventh.  For the Final Environmental Impact Report, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency use emission calculation methodologies from the Handbook as recommended above or use the CARB-approved computer model URBEMIS 2002 in calculating both construction as well as operational emissions.  The URBEMIS 2002 model can be accessed on the SCAQMD website:www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/modeling/html. 

2. Health Risk Assessment:
Page 2 of the HRA in Appendix E, states that hydrogen sulfide (H2S) and methane are not analyzed in the HRA, because they are addressed in another report.  There does not appear to be a reference to this other report in the DEIR.  Figure 4.B-2 in the Air Quality Section of the draft EIR presents concentrations of H2S from air monitoring.  The highest concentration reported is 0.14 ppm.  

 

Based on this screening evaluation below, it appears that this concentration may generate hazard indices greater than 1.0.  The Final EIR should present an evaluation of the chronic and acute noncancer risk from H2S.

H2S concentration (mg/m3) = H2S concentration (ppm) x 1x10-6 x MW x (1/molar volume) x 1,000 L/m3 x 1,000 mg/g

H2S concentration (mg/m3) = 0.14 ppm x 1x10-6 x 18 g/mol x (mol/25 L) x 1,000 L/m3 x 1,000 mg/g

H2S concentration (mg/m3) = 0.103 mg/m3  

 

HIchronic = H2S concentration (mg/m3)/RELchronic (mg/m3)

HIchronic = (0.103 mg/m3)/(0.01 mg/m3)

HIchronic = 10.3

 

HIacute = H2S concentration (mg/m3)/RELacute (mg/m3)

HIacute = (0.103 mg/m3)/(0.042 mg/m3)

HIacute = 2.4
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