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FAXED: JUNE 9, 2004





June 9, 2004

Mr. Brent Le Count, Associate Planner

City of Rancho Cucamonga

Planning Division

10500 Civic Center Drive

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

Draft Negative Declaration (ND) for the Proposed Development Review (DRC2003-01085) 4.72-acre 81,464 Square Foot Multi-Tenant Industrial Building– City of Rancho Cucamonga
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Negative Declaration (ND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Susan Nakamura




Planning & Rules Manager




Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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June 9, 2004

Associate Planner

Draft Negative Declaration (ND) for the Proposed Development Review (DRC2003-01085) 4.72-acre 81,464 Square Foot Multi-Tenant Industrial Building– City of Rancho Cucamonga
1. In the Initial Study under Section 3. Air Quality a-b) pages 4-7 of the Draft Negative Declaration (Draft ND), it is assumed that the lead agency’s Draft ND tiers off of the original 2001 General Plan Final EIR (FEIR) document pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15152.

Although the evaluation of air quality impacts in the Draft ND appears to tier off the 2001 General Plan FEIR, CEQA Guidelines Section 15152(d)(1) states that the analysis in the CEQA document for a later project should limit the discussion of the effects of the later project to those effects that were not examined in the prior EIR.  It is not clear from the Draft ND whether the City General Plan specifically analyzed the construction and operational air quality impacts of the proposed 81,464 multi-tenant industrial building on the 4.72-acre property in the industrial area.  If the construction and operational impacts of the project were analyzed in the prior EIR, it is suggested that to facilitate the review of the current project, the lead agency attach a project emissions table in an appendix to the Final ND.   As noted on page 6 of the Draft ND, URBEMIS 7G was used to analyze the project’s air quality impacts in the General Plan EIR.  It is recommended that air quality impacts be reanalyzed for the proposed project using URBEMIS 2002, which is the current California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved model for analyzing air quality impacts from land use projects.  The mobile source emission factors are substantially higher in URBEMIS 2002 compared to URBEMIS 7G.  As a result, the General Plan EIR may have substantially underestimated air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The current model can be obtained at the CARB website: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/urbemis.html .
2. The proposed project’s ultimate use is characterized by the lead agency in the project description as a multi-tenant industrial building with warehouse facilities on page 5. Section 12) in Part I of the Initial Study. From the project description, it is not clear to what extent there will be an increase in heavy-duty diesel truck trips transporting materials to or from the proposed facilities. Because the California Air Resources Board has classified the particulate portion of diesel exhaust emissions as carcinogenic and if there is a substantial amount of heavy-duty diesel truck trips at this site, which will emit particulate emissions from trucks queuing and idling, an air toxic health risk analysis may be warranted. This is particularly relevant since the proposed project is within ¼-mile of an existing elementary through high school site, Keystone School.

Mr. Brent Le Count
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June 9, 2004

Associate Planner

Draft Negative Declaration (ND) for the Proposed Development Review (DRC2003-01085) 4.72-acre 81,464 Square Foot Multi-Tenant Industrial Building– City of Rancho Cucamonga
The AQMD has developed a methodology for estimating cancer risks from mobile sources in a document entitled Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Emissions.  This document can be downloaded from AQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following URL: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/diesel_analysis.doc . The HRA Guidance document also contains a list of mitigation measures that can be used to mitigate diesel exhaust emissions. The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider the following mitigation measures from the HRA Guidance document for incorporation into the proposed project and the Final MND, if applicable and feasible:
Potential Mitigation Measures

· Provide a minimum buffer zone of 300 meters between truck traffic and sensitive receptors

· Re-route truck traffic by adding direct off-ramps for the truck traffic or by restricting truck traffic on certain sensitive routes;

· Improve traffic flow by signal synchronization;

· Enforce truck parking restrictions;

· Develop park and ride programs;
· Restrict truck idling;

· Restrict operation to alternative fuel “clean” trucks, especially trucks dedicated to onsite operation;

· Electrify service equipment at warehouse;

· Provide electrical hook-ups for trucks that need to cool their load;

· Electrify auxiliary power units;

· Use “clean” street sweepers;

· Pave roads and road shoulders.

· Provide onsite services to minimize truck traffic in or near residential areas, including, but not limited to, the following services: meal or cafeteria service; automated teller machines; etc.

· Require or provide incentives to use low-sulfur diesel fuel with particulate traps.

· Conduct air quality monitoring at sensitive receptors.
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