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June 17, 2004

Mr. Kevin Barre

Long Beach Unified School District

Facilities Planning and Management

2425 Webster Avenue

Long Beach, CA 90810

Dear Mr. Barre:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

The GTE Middle School: Long Beach
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

LACO40507-05
Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

The GTE Middle School: Long Beach

1. Construction Emissions:
On page 3A-6 of the DEIR, the lead agency indicates that construction-related emissions were estimated using an anticipated construction equipment inventory listed in Table 3A-3, emission factors from the ARB, guidelines provided by the SCAQMD, and URBEMIS 2002.  The lead agency does not provide any information regarding which year’s ARB mobile source emission factors were used.  It also does not provide any information regarding the number, size and volume of existing buildings that would be demolished.  On page 2-2 of the DEIR it is stated that the site currently has several older buildings including a warehouse building, a vehicle maintenance building, several smaller buildings and a portion of the site that is covered with asphalt.  Some or all of these buildings may be demolished to make room for the new buildings.  The printout of the URBEMIS 2002 analysis was not included and was not submitted even though SCAQMD staff requested it.  Consequently staff could not verify the construction emission Tables 3A-5 and 3A-6 on page 3A-9 of the DEIR or the operational emissions in Table 3A-7 on page 3A-10.  It is recommended that the lead agency include relevant information such as the emission factors used, the volume of buildings to be demolished, assumptions that went into the URBEMIS 2002 model and the model printout in the Final EIR and other future CEQA documents to facilitate review.  

2. SCAQMD Rule 1166:
On page 3C-7 of the DEIR, the lead agency lists petroleum hydrocarbon-impacted soils on the eastern and southeastern portions of the project site.  The excavation and grading of the site in preparation for construction has the potential to expose VOC-contaminated soil as defined in Rule 1166.  The SCAQMD would therefore require the submittal of an excavation plan application to obtain approval to proceed with the excavation and grading.  The approved plan should contain mitigation measures designed to reduce emissions and fugitive dusts and odors from handling and disposing of the contaminated soils.
3. SCAQMD Rule 1403:
Preparation of the project site for construction would include the demolition of buildings formerly used by GTE and the Long Beach Unified School District Eighth Grade.  The discussion on page 3C-15 of the DEIR should include the lead agency meeting the requirements of SCAQMD Rule 1403 – Asbestos Emissions From Demolition/Renovation Activities.
The application of SCAQMD Rules 1166 and 1403 to the proposed project should be noted in the discussion of Applicable Regulations on pages 3A-4 and 3A-5 under air quality.
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