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June 9, 2004

Mr. Naresh P. Varma, P.E., Chief,

San Bernardino County Department of Public Works

825 E. Third Street

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0835

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 20-Acre San Sevaine Channel (Lower Reach) Improvement Project in Fontana and Mira Loma – San Bernardino County Flood Control District
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,





Susan Nakamura




Planning & Rules Manager




Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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June 9, 2004
San Bernardino County Department of Public Works
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 20-Acre San Sevaine Channel (Lower Reach) Improvement Project in Fontana and Mira Loma – San Bernardino County Flood Control District
1. In Section III. Air Quality on page 6 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), the lead agency has determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. For project construction emissions impacts, the lead agency estimated fugitive dust emissions from soil disturbance, which appears to be significant even with mitigation applied. In addition, construction emissions estimates must include emissions from all phases of construction, any overlapping phases and emission estimates from other construction emission sources described on page 7 including on- and off-road construction equipment and worker trips. Therefore, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the proposed project’s short-term emissions are less than significant. 

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15147, the Draft MND should contain sufficient technical detail to permit full assessment of significant environmental impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public. Therefore, the Final MND should include the emission estimates, emission factors, methodologies and control efficiencies for the proposed mitigation measures. This information could be included in the Final MND as part of the narration or as an appendix.
Please refer to the current CARB URBEMIS 2002 emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html or to the  calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

The lead agency should also consider whether the degree of revision to the Draft MND would constitute a substantial revision pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15073.5, which could require the lead agency to recirculate the negative declaration document.

2. The analysis of air quality impacts should include the influence of complying with SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust.  

3. Because the construction emission impacts for PM10 for the proposed project were estimated to be significant, the lead agency should consider modifying mitigation measure #1 and #3 on page 7 and adding the following mitigation measures to further reduce fugitive dust (PM10) impacts from the project, if feasible:
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June 9, 2004

San Bernardino County Department of Public Works

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 20-Acre San Sevaine Channel (Lower Reach) Improvement Project in Fontana and Mira Loma – San Bernardino County Flood Control District

Recommended Change:

1. Regular watering, at least three times a day, of construction site including all unpaved parking or staging areas or unpaved road surfaces shall be utilized in order to reduce fugitive dust generated during grading and construction operations (watering three times a day would help justify the higher control efficiency cited by the lead agency on page 7).
3. During periods of high winds gusts (as instantaneous gusts greater than 30 exceed 25 mph at duration of 15 minutes), grading activities will be shut down.

Recommended Additions:

· Sweep streets at the end of the day if visible soil is carried onto adjacent public paved roads (recommend SCAQMD Rule 1186 certified water sweepers using reclaimed water, if available).

· All trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials are to be covered in accordance with the requirements of CVC Section 23114.

· Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit the construction site onto paved roads or wash off trucks and any equipment leaving the site each trip.

· Replace ground cover in disturbed area as quickly as possible.

· Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation.

4. In the event that quantification of the construction air quality impacts from the proposed project exceed established daily significance thresholds for Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), the SCAQMD recommends the following mitigation measures to further reduce NOx  impacts from the project, if applicable and feasible:

· Prohibit truck idling in excess of ten minutes.
· Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

· Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

· Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

· Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.
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San Bernardino County Department of Public Works

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 20-Acre San Sevaine Channel (Lower Reach) Improvement Project in Fontana and Mira Loma – San Bernardino County Flood Control District

· Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

· Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel generators.

· Give preferential consideration to contractors who use clean fuel construction equipment; emulsified diesel fuels; construction equipment that uses low sulfur diesel and is equipped with oxidation catalysts, particulate traps, or other retrofit technologies, etc.

_1127115454.doc


�












