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FAXED: JUNE 10, 2004





June 10, 2004

Ms. Sun-Sun T. Murillo, Senior Transportation Analyst
City of Irvine
Public Works Department
One Civic Center Plaza
Irvine, CA 92606
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 0.75-mile Dyer Road/Barranca Parkway Improvements – City of Irvine
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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June 10, 2004

Senior Transportation Analyst
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 0.75-mile Dyer Road/Barranca Parkway Improvements – City of Irvine
1. In the Initial Study under Section 3.3 Air Quality a) on page 37 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), the lead agency analyzed the project’s short-term air quality impacts using the URBEMIS 7G model, an earlier version of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved model for analyzing air quality impacts from land use projects. In the Final MND, it is recommended that air quality impacts be reanalyzed using the current version, URBEMIS 2002 because some of the mobile source emission factors are substantially higher in URBEMIS 2002 compared to URBEMIS 7G. As a result, the Draft MND may have substantially underestimated air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The current model can be obtained at the SCAQMD’s website: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html
In order to assist in the review of the proposed project’s short-term air impacts, the Final MND should also include the basic inputs and assumptions made to the URBEMIS model along with the model output sheets. Under Short-Term impacts on page 37, for example, construction equipment is listed and grading is mentioned but the exact numbers of each type of the equipment or the amount or area of soil disturbed per day are not given. These and any other pertinent inputs, assumptions, and the actual output results should be included in the Final MND.
2. In the event that the lead agency (see Comment #1), after reviewing its construction calculations for nitrogen oxide, has determined that construction emissions from the proposed project will exceed the SCAQMD’s daily threshold for that emission, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency require the project proponent to include the following additional mitigation measures, if feasible: 

(a) Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

(b) Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets, residential areas or schools.

(c) Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

(d) Maintain equipment according to manufacturer’s specifications.

(e) Prevent vehicle idling in excess of ten minutes.

(f) Use low sulfur diesel oxidation catalysts, and particulate traps for construction equipment.

(g) Restrict idling emissions by using auxiliary power units and electrification.

Ms. Sun-Sun Murillo,
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June 10, 2004

Senior Transportation Analyst

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 0.75-mile Dyer Road/Barranca Parkway Improvements – City of Irvine
2. Additional Construction Mitigation Measures to reduce NOx emissions, cont.:

(h) All streets shall be swept at least once a day using SCAQMD Rule 1186 certified street sweepers or roadway washing trucks if visible soil materials are carried to adjacent streets (recommend water sweepers with reclaimed water).

3. In Section 3.3 Air Quality b. Mitigation Measures on page 39 of the Initial Study, the following wording to mitigation measure AQ1. should be revised:
· Grading activity should be suspended when local winds speeds (as instantaneous gusts) exceed 2530 miles per hour and during first and second stage smog alerts (Betterment).
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