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FAXED: JUNE 18, 2004






June 18, 2004

Ms. Kathy Marx, Associate Planner

Department of Planning and Zoning

City of Palm Springs

3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way

P.O. Box 2743

Palm Springs, CA 92262-2743
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 45.93-acre Mountain Gate Phase II Residential Development – City of Palm Springs
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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June 18, 2004

Associate Planner

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 45.93-acre Mountain Gate Phase II Residential Development – City of Palm Springs
1. In Section 3.a.b.c. Air Quality of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), the lead agency has determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. The lead agency also included a proposed Fugitive Dust and Erosion Control Plan to control fugitive dust in Section 3. of the Draft MND. In number 20 of the Initial Study, there is also incorporated by reference the Amended Mountain Gate PDD Air Quality and Noise Impact Study (Air Quality Study) prepared for the proposed project in January 2004. On June 17, 2004 staff contacted the lead agency about this Air Quality Study for the proposed Mountain Gate Phase II project and the lead agency indicated that it was an air quality analysis for the proposed project. Although the Air Quality Study is referenced in the Draft MND, the lead agency did not include estimates from that study of the project’s construction impacts, operation impacts or impacts of the proposed mitigation measures. As a result, the SCAQMD could not verify the results. Further, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse construction or operational air quality impacts.

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15147, the Draft MND should contain sufficient technical detail to permit full assessment of significant environmental impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public. Therefore, the Final MND should include the emission estimates, emission factors, methodologies and control efficiencies for the proposed mitigation measures. This information could be included in the Final MND as part of the narration or as an appendix.

Further, air quality information from phase I should also be included because project in its entirety includes both phases.
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