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FAXED: MARCH 12, 2004





March 12, 2004

Mr. Jim Herberg, Engineering Manager
Orange County Sanitation District
10844 Ellis Avenue
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
Notice of Intent to Adopt Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (Draft SEIR) for the Proposed 30-acre Treatment Plant No. 2 Headworks Replacement Project in Huntington Beach – Orange County Sanitation District
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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March 12, 2004
Notice of Intent to Adopt Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (Draft SEIR) for the Proposed 30-acre Treatment Plant No. 2 Headworks Replacement Project in Huntington Beach – Orange County Sanitation District 
1. Based on the project description starting on page 2-1 of the Draft SEIR, the proposed project activities would require permit applications that would include SCAQMD Regulation III – New Source Review, Regulation XIV – New Source Review for Toxics, and possibly would require permitting actions from the SCAQMD for the following:

a. An application for alteration of the existing sewage treatment plant would be required to cover the proposed new headworks, and;

b. Either an alteration to the existing air pollution control system (apcs) or a new construction application (depending on whether the new apcs will be co-located with existing apcs or stand alone) will be required.

In addition, public notice requirements due to SCAQMD Rule 212 and/or Title V (This facility is a Title V source) may be required. 
2. The SCAQMD recommends the following to reduce the possibility of odors from demolishing and dismantling the existing headworks and associated equipment, wherever feasible:
a. Rinse the surfaces of the old equipment with chemicals such as sodium hypochlorite, hydrogen peroxide or other oxidants, or;

b. Use odor suppressing foams used to minimize the release of odors.

3. Based on the proposed project’s description of the excavation of soils previously under the sludge drying beds and soil movement associated with the project on page 2-5, the lead agency should include the influence of complying with SCAQMD Rule 1166 – Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Decontamination of Soil.
4. On page 3-15 of the Draft SEIR, the lead agency mentions mitigation measures that were identified in a previous document, the District’s Strategic Plan Program EIR (PEIR) that was certified in October 1999. The lead agency also added measure M-3.2-1 in the Draft SEIR to further address PM10 emissions during soil hauling activities. To assist in the public review, it would be helpful if the previous measures proposed in the October 1999 PEIR were included in the Final SEIR. By adding the measures it would help the public and other interested parties see if any additional feasible measures were available to help reduce impacts from PM10 or other emission impacts.

Mr. Jim Herberg
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March 12, 2004

Notice of Intent to Adopt Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (Draft SEIR) for the Proposed 30-acre Treatment Plant No. 2 Headworks Replacement Project in Huntington Beach – Orange County Sanitation District
5. The discussion of the 2003 AQMP on page 3-9 should be modified to reflect the fact that the 2003 AQMP has been approved by the SCAQMD and CARB and is currently under review by EPA.

6. Review of the emission worksheets in Appendix E indicates the following apparent omissions:

a. It is unclear if combustion emissions from the onsite dump trucks and water trucks were calculated. Staff was unable to locate these calculations.

b. Haul truck emissions in the second table of the second page of Appendix E appear to be underestimated. It appears that haul truck emissions may have been calculated for an average haul truck trip length of 18 miles (one-way) instead of 36 miles (round trip).

c. It is unclear if fugitive dust emissions from soil being transported to the landfill were calculated. Staff was unable to locate these calculations.

d. The first table on the third page of Appendix E includes a mitigation efficiency of 50 percent, which is incorporated into the emission calculations. There is, however, no description of the measures or actions that will generate the 50 percent fugitive dust emission reduction.

e. It is unclear if fugitive dust emissions from storage piles during the excavation phase were calculated. Staff was unable to locate these emission calculations.

f. If emissions for any of the preceding emission sources were not calculated, it is recommended that they be calculated and included in the Final SEIR.

7. For mitigation measures M-3.2-1 on page 3-15, it is recommended that the lead agency delete the following “, or maintain at least two feet of freeboard.”

8. According to the discussion of truck trip emissions on page 3-15 and the haul truck emission tables in Appendix E, haul truck emissions are calculated based on a single round trip of 70 miles. The discussion on page 3-15 indicates that this could be two truck trips per day. As a result, peak daily haul truck emissions are underestimated. It is recommended that haul truck emissions be recalculated using two round trip truck trips (140 miles) per day in the Final SEIR.
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