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May 7, 2004

Mr. Michael Philbrick, AICP

City of Irvine

Community Development Department

One Civic Center Plaza
Irvine, CA 92623-9575
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 42.73-acre Irvine Business Complex - Central Park Redevelopment Project (Residential and Mixed-Commercial-Use) – City of Irvine
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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May 7, 2004

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 42.73-acre Irvine Business Complex - Central Park Redevelopment Project (Residential and Mixed-Commercial-Use) – City of Irvine
1. Although the lead agency describes architectural coating activities on page 23-24 of the Draft SEIR, it does not estimate those emissions but rather concludes that an emissions estimate for architectural coatings is not necessary because “Compliance with the SCAQMD Rules and Regulations on the use of architectural coatings should be considered sufficient.”  Although it is correct that SCAQMD Rule 1113 – Architectural Coatings, does regulate the VOC content of architectural coatings, it does not limit their use.  As a result, architectural coatings used in large volumes on a daily basis could result in VOC emissions that substantially exceed the daily regional significance threshold for VOC emissions.  The SCAQMD, therefore, recommends that the lead agency calculate daily VOC emissions from architectural coatings using table A9-13 in the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook or use other approved methodologies including the URBEMIS2002 model.  The most current version of this model is available at the following internet address: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/urbemis.html.  If architectural coating emissions exceed the SCAQMD’s daily regional significance threshold for VOC emissions, mitigation measures would be required, similar to the measures listed on page 4-24.  Other measures should be considered including limiting the volume of coating that can be applied on a daily basis.
2. In the project description on page 2-7, there are six buildings totaling approximately 388,014 square feet and a significant amount of parking lot space that will be demolished prior to construction of the proposed project.  The text on page 4-21 states that Table 4-8 on page 4-22 includes emissions during both demolition and construction periods.  Review of this table and the comparable Table F in Appendix D, page 22, does not appear to include demolition emissions.  It is difficult to determine whether demolition emissions are included because the calculation equations are not included in the Draft SEIR or Appendix D.  Further, it is not clear from the discussion or the tables whether or not the demolition phase overlaps with the construction phase, which would require summing emissions from both phases and comparing the result to the appropriate regional daily significance threshold.  It is requested that the lead agency correct or respond to these apparent discrepancies by including demolition estimates, equations, methodologies, etc., in the Final SEIR and all future CEQA documents.

3. Please identify the emission factor model used to estimate the Workers’ Commute Exhaust in Table 4-8 on page 4-22.  The lead agency should be using the current mobile source emission factors, CARB’s EMFAC2002 model, available at http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.htm/.

Michael Philbrick, AICP
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May 10, 2004

Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 42.73-acre Irvine Business Complex - Central Park Redevelopment Project (Residential and Mixed-Commercial-Use) – City of Irvine

4. The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider revising the following mitigation measures in Section 5.6. on page 4-34, if applicable and feasible:
· Item a, third bullet point - All streets shall be swept once a day using SCAQMD Rule 1186 certified street sweepers or roadway washing trucks if visible soil materials are carried to adjacent streets (recommend water sweepers with reclaimed water).

· Item c- The Construction Contractor shall utilize electric or diesel powered equipment in lieu of gasoline powered engines where feasible.  If available, diesel equipment will be required to use ultra low sulfur diesel (less than or equal to 15 ppm), particulate traps, and oxidation catalysts.
5. The SCAQMD recommends the lead agency consider implementing the following mitigation measure in addition to the measures listed in pages 4-33 through 4-35 for construction activities related to PM10 emissions associated with the proposed project.  Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation.
6. On page 4-44, the lead agency describes the removal of soil with elevated concentrations of cadmium prior to the construction of the project.  Prior to removal of the soil, the lead agency should contact SCAQMD staff to determine if SCAQMD Rule 1150 – Excavation of Landfill Sites, applies and an Excavation Management Plan is required.
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