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FAXED: MAY 12, 2004





May 12, 2004

Mr. Lawrence M. Libeu, General Manager
San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
1630 W. Redlands Boulevard, Suite A
Redlands, CA 92373
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for Two Proposed Monitoring Well Sites in Bunker Hill Basin – San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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May 12, 2004
General Manager
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for Two Proposed Monitoring Well Sites in Bunker Hill Basin – San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
1. In the second footnote to Table 4-4 on page 4-4 of the Initial Study, the lead agency calculated on-site pickup truck emissions using EMFAC7EP mobile source emission factors contained in Table A9-5-J-7 in the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook). Although lead agency used EMFAC7EP mobile source emission factors to estimate construction worker commute vehicle emissions in Table 4-5 on page 4-4 of the Draft MND, the lead agency should be aware that the SCAQMD no longer supports the use of those tables because they are based on the older EMFAC7EP emission factors and because a newer model is available. The most current model is the EMFAC2002 model from CARB, which can be accessed at http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.htm. Alternatively, the lead agency could use the weighted mobile source emission factors derived by SCAQMD staff using CARB’s BURBEN2002 model. These emission factors can be found at the SCAQMD CEQA website at the following internet address: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/onroadEF03_25.xls. Therefore, the SCAQMD recommends the lead agency revise the emission estimates for pickup trucks in Table 4-4 using EMFAC2002 emission factors and incorporate the results into the Final MND.

2. Although construction impacts are not significant, the lead agency specifies four mitigation measures to minimize air quality impacts. In addition to requiring low sulfur diesel, it is recommended that the lead agency also consider requiring particulate traps and oxidation catalysts on construction equipment.
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