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May 27, 2004

Ms. Candida Neal

City of Upland

Community Development Department

460 North Euclid Avenue

Upland, CA 91786

Dear Ms. Neal:

Draft Environmental Impact Report for College Park Project: Upland

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC040414-06

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report for 

College Park Project (DEIR): Upland

Vulcan Asphalt Batch Plant Emissions: 
On page 5.5-21 of the DEIR, the lead agency identifies the presence of an asphalt batch plant to the south of the project site.  Although the batch plant is an existing facility, the lead agency acknowledges that the proposed project “will result in new populations being exposed to air quality impacts as a result of the dispersion of emissions from the asphalt plant.”  However, the lead agency concludes that the plant’s air quality impacts on the proposed residents will not be significant primarily because the asphalt plant is a SCAQMD-permitted source, and given “SCAQMD oversight to insure that plant equipment operates within the framework of the SCAQMD permits, short-term exposure to asphalt plant emissions are considered less than significant.”

The problem with this conclusion, however, is that up to 80 truck trips per day service the asphalt batch plant.  Most of these trucks are heavy-duty diesel trucks, and these are unregulated emissions sources.  California Air Resources Board (CARB) has designated diesel particulates as a carcinogen since 1998.  It is recommended that the lead agency analyze potential health risks from the heavy-duty trucks visiting the batch plant to the sensitive receptors located 500 feet from the asphalt batch plant.  The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency perform an air toxics health risk analysis of the diesel truck particulate emissions.  The SCAQMD has prepared interim guidance for preparing such an analysis.  This can be accessed at the AQMD website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/html. under Health Risk Assessment Guidance.  If the cancer risk exceeds ten in a million, specific mitigation measures must be identified by the lead agency to reduce the risk.
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