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FAXED: OCTOBER 20, 2004




October 20, 2004

Mr. David Valenstein
Federal Railroad Administration
1120 Vermont St., NW, MS-20
Washington D.C. 20590
Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (DEIR/EIS) for the Proposed Los Angeles Union Station Run-Through Tracks Project – U.S. Department of Transportation Federal railroad Administration/California Department of Transportation, District 7

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Susan Nakamura





Planning & Rules Manager





Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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1. In the DEIR/EIS, 14 additional Amtrak passenger train trips are projected by 2010 plus trips from an additional 56 commuter trains are projected by 2010 along with another 53 commuter trains added between 2010 and 2025. It was also confirmed by telephone between CALTRANS District 7 and SCAQMD staff, that passenger and commuter locomotive trains would run on diesel fuel. Although operational emissions from the diesel passenger and commuter train emissions were estimated in the DEIR/EIS, the lead agency did not discuss or calculate potential cancer risk from the proposed project’s increase in trips from diesel fueled trains.

Since diesel particulates have been designated as a carcinogen by the California Air Resources Board and it appears that the proposed project will increase diesel particulate emissions at this site from trains queuing and idling, it is recommended that cancer risks be calculated. The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for estimating cancer risks from mobile sources in a document entitled Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Emissions. This document can be downloaded from the AQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following URL: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/diesel_analysis.doc .

2. The SCAQMD also recommends the lead agency consider the following mitigation measures for diesel emissions from train idling, if feasible:

1) Change Railroad Operating Practices – Reducing idle time would definitely reduce DPM emissions. Locomotives that are not in use generally idle. Locomotive manufactures indicate that engines could be shut-down and restarted when ambient temperatures are above 50 degrees Fahrenheit, which is nearly always the case in southern California.

2) Research and Development of New Engine Technologies – Modifying fuel injectors which includes fuel injection pressure, fuel spray pattern, injection rate and timing has been found to reduce emissions from locomotive diesel engines. Development of low NOx locomotive engine is based on the similar principle used in low NOx engines for the stationary power industry. Retardation of fuel injection can achieve significant NOx emission reductions.

Mr. David Valenstein
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3) Research and Development of New Engine Technologies – Modifying fuel injectors which includes fuel injection pressure, fuel spray pattern, injection rate and timing has been found to reduce emissions from locomotive diesel engines. Development of low NOx locomotive engine is based on the similar principle used in low NOx engines for the stationary power industry. Retardation of fuel injection can achieve significant NOx emission reductions. 

3. Because construction air quality impacts from the proposed project exceed established daily significance thresholds for Nitrogen Oxide (NOx) and PM10 (fugitive dust), the SCAQMD recommends the following mitigation measures to further reduce NOx  impacts from the project, if applicable and feasible:

1) Prohibit truck idling in excess of ten minutes.

2) Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

3) Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

4) Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

5) Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.

6) Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

7) Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel generators.

8) Give preferential consideration to contractors who use clean fuel construction equipment; emulsified diesel fuels; construction equipment that uses low sulfur diesel and is equipped with oxidation catalysts, particulate traps, or other retrofit technologies, etc.

9) Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation. 

10) Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more).

11) Sweep streets at the end of the day if visible soil is carried onto adjacent public paved roads (recommend water sweepers with reclaimed water).

12) Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit the construction site onto paved roads or wash off trucks and any equipment leaving the site each trip.

Mr. David Valenstein
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4. In the Air Quality Technical Report in Appendix C on page 26, paragraph two makes reference to emission factors and assumptions detailed in “Appendix B.” SCAQMD staff was unable to locate this reference in order to review the emission factors and assumptions mentioned. The lead agency should clarify the location of this reference and ensure that the reference emission factors and assumptions are included in the Final EIR/EIS document. The SCAQMD could not therefore verify the emission calculations listed in Table 3-16.
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