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September 10, 2004

Mr. Max Castillo, Assistant Planner

City of Carson

Development Services/Planning Division

P.O. Box 6234

701 E. Carson Street

Carson, CA 90749

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 575-04 for the Proposed Custom Food Products, Inc. Food Processing Facility – City of Carson
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final document.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final document. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Susan Nakamura




Planning & Rules Manager




Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Mr. Max Castillo
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September 10, 2004

Assistant Planner

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 575-04 for the Proposed Custom Food Products, Inc. Food Processing Facility – City of Carson
1. The lead agency in Attachment A under the section: South Coast Air Quality Management District discusses the usage of ovens in the cooking process described for the proposed project. Since the draft CUP document did not include a detailed list of the amounts and types of equipment, the SCAQMD makes the following comments relative to equipment most likely to be used at the site during meat processing activities. Questions regarding SCAQMD rules and Best Available Control Technology (BACT) Guidelines should be referred to SCAQMD engineering and permitting staff at (909) 396-2503.
a) The lead agency is reminded that SCAQMD Rule 1138 – Control of Emissions from restaurant Charbroilers would apply if the proposed project will utilize chain driven charbroilers in the meat cooking process. In addition, BACT Guidelines would require a catalytic oxidizer on any chain driven or conveyorized charbroiler (SCAQMD BACT Guidelines Part D, dated October 20, 2000, Rev. O, page 24 – Charbroiler, Chain Driven (Conveyorized).
b) BACT Guidelines would also require that any burners used in the proposed meat cookers or ovens must not exceed the 30 parts per million volume NOx emissions limit and for SOx and PM10, the oven must run on natural gas.
2. The lead agency should specify in the Final document whether there will be an increase in the amount of trucks used to transport supplies and finished products compared with the previous company location in Montebello. The Final document should also account for any additional employee trips that might occur in the company’s move to the new site. If there are increases from these sources, the lead agency should then estimate the increased operational emissions. Operational emissions can be estimated using EMFAC 2002 on-road vehicle emission factors, which are available at the following California Air Resources Board website: http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.htm .
Operational emissions should then be compared with recognized thresholds of significance, and if significant, the lead agency should incorporate mitigation measures to reduce emission impacts to below levels of significance. SCAQMD operational emission thresholds can be found in Chapter 6 of the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook). The Handbook is available from the SCAQMD through its Subscription Services, which can be contacted at (909) 396-3720.
Mr. Max Castillo
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September 10, 2004

Assistant Planner

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 575-04 for the Proposed Custom Food Products, Inc. Food Processing Facility – City of Carson
3. If operational emission impacts are estimated to be significant, the lead agency should consider the following mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts from truck operations, if applicable and feasible:

(1) Provide minimum buffer zone of 300 meters between truck traffic and sensitive receptors;

(2) Re-route truck traffic by adding direct off-ramps for the truck traffic or by restricting truck traffic on certain sensitive routes;

(3) Improve traffic flow by signal synchronization;

(4) Enforce truck parking restrictions;

(5) Develop park and ride programs;

(6) Restrict truck idling to five minutes or less; Restrict operation to “clean” trucks;

(7) Electrify service equipment facility;

(8) Provide electrical hook-ups for trucks that need to cool their load;

(9) Electrify auxiliary power units;

(10) Use “clean” street sweepers;

(11) Pave road and road shoulders; 

(12) Provide onsite services to minimize truck traffic in or near residential areas, including, but not limited to, the following services: meal or cafeteria service, automated teller machines, etc.;

 (13) Require or provide incentives to use low sulfur diesel fuel with particulate traps;

(14) Conduct air quality monitoring at sensitive receptors; and

(15) Use alternative fueled off-road equipment.
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