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Ms. Patricia Henshaw
Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency of Orange County

2009 E. Edinger Avenue

Santa Ana, CA  97205

Response to Comments Document Prepared for Comments Received on Madison Materials Solid Waste Facility Permit Mitigated Negative Declaration
Dear Ms. Henshaw:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) staff appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the above mentioned document which was received on September 14, 2004.  On August 13, 2004, the SCAQMD staff provided comments to the Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency of Orange County on the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) regarding the need to calculate air quality impacts from the operation of the proposed project.  The Lead Agency has elected not to calculate these operation emissions for the Final MND (page 14 and 15 of the Response to Comments document). 
Air quality impacts from the proposed projected need to be quantified to assess the magnitude of potential adverse air quality impacts and health risks, and to apply the appropriate mitigation measures, if necessary.  Page 15 of the Draft MND indicates that potential impacts associated with implementing the proposed project could increase traffic volume from 100 vehicles per day to 330 vehicles per day.  The SCAQMD staff understands that these increased vehicle trips are from heavy-duty diesel refuse and transfer trucks.  
Without quantification of air quality impacts, the analysis in the Draft MND is inadequate.  The SCAQMD staff urges the lead agency to revise the air quality analysis to quantify potential operational air quality emissions impacts, including, but not limited to on-site equipment, refuse and transfer trucks, and worker trips.  In addition, the SCAQMD staff suggests that the Lead Agency conducts a Health Risk Assessment pursuant to the “Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis” to assess the potential cancer risk from diesel mobile sources.  Based on this analysis, the lead agency can then identify the appropriate mitigation measures and determine the significance of air quality impacts.
If the attached information constitutes significant new information, identification of significant impacts, or identification of significant adverse impacts that are substantially worse than what was reported in the Draft MND, then the Draft MND may need to be revised and recirculated pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15088.5. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.  If you have any questions, please call me at (909) 396-3105.






Sincerely,







Susan Nakamura







Planning Manager

EC:SN

cc:  Supervisor James Silva
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