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February 18, 2005
Mr. Nicholas Hendricks
City of Los Angeles 

Environmental Review Section
200 North Spring Street, Room 750
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Dear Mr. Hendricks:
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

The Wilshire Comstock Project 
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LACO50114-04
Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

The Wilshire Comstock Project
1. Cut–and–Fill Operations:
On page IV.C-12 of the DEIR, it is noted that the lead agency used URBEMIS 2002 to estimate project emissions.  With the exception of changes made to the area source default assumptions (wood stove option switched off), the lead agency used the default assumptions for construction and operation.  The proposed project, however, includes a three-level subterranean parking structure.  It is expected that the proposed project will require substantial excavation (fugitive dust) and haul truck emission impacts.  As a result, the site grading phase emissions may be substantially underestimated.  Therefore, the SCAQMD recommends that the URBEMIS 2002 analysis be revised to perform, at a minimum, a phase 2 site grading – fugitive dust “Low Level of Detail” analysis to take into consideration onsite cut-and-fill impacts associated with the proposed project.  
2. CALINE4:
The lead agency used the simplified screening method presented in the BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines, December 1999, to complete the CO hotspots analysis.  SCAQMD staff recommends that the lead agency use CALINE4 to analyze CO hotspots in the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR).  The CO hotspots analysis should be completed according to the methodology prescribed in Appendix B of the Transportation project-Level Carbon Monoxide Protocol (CO Protocol) by the Institute of Transportation Studies, UC Davis, revised December 1997 on the following website: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/air/coprot.htm.  The lead agency is advised to use emission factors from EMFAC2002 instead of EMFAC7F (CT-EMFAC) as directed by the CO Protocol.  EMFAC2002 was released as the official motor vehicle emission factor model in April 2003 and became the only EPA-approved motor vehicle emission factor model on June 30, 2003 (Federal Register, Volume 68, Number 62, April 1, 2003).  EMFAC2002 can be downloaded from the California Air Resources Board (CARB) website at http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/on-road/latest_version.htm.
3. EMFAC2002:
The Simplified CALINE4 Carbon Monoxide Analysis Utilizing EMFAC2002 Emission factor sheets in Appendix E of the DEIR states that the emission factors used in the CO hotspots analysis were taken from the BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines.  The emission factors presented in the BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines were developed using MVEI7G.  The emission factors used in Appendix E of the DEIR do not match those presented in the BAAQMD CEQA Guideline.  Based on the reference to the BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines, it appears that EMFAC2002 was not used to develop the emission factors.  As stated in comment #2 above, EMFAC2002 is the only EPA-approved motor vehicle emission factor model.  It is recommended that the lead agency use EMFAC2002 emission factors in the CO analysis in the FEIR.
4. Traffic  Data:
The data sheets in Appendix E of the DEIR state that the future plus project traffic CO hotspots analysis was based on the year 2005.  The traffic volumes appear to be taken from the 2007 future traffic volumes in the Traffic Report in Appendix D of the DEIR.  The CO hotspots analysis future build year should be consistent with the year the traffic volumes were projected.  The CO hotspots analysis for the future plus project traffic should be completed for the year 2007 in the FEIR.

5. Cruise Speeds:
The Simplified CO Hotspots Analysis was based on average cruise speeds of 10 and 20 miles per hour.  The lead agency should document the source of the average cruise speeds presented in the FEIR.

6. Receptors and Roadway Placements:
The Simplified CO Hotspots Analysis completed was evaluated for receptors 25 feet away from the roadway.  The BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines include estimates for the roadway edge (see Table 12 and the example calculations).  Aerial photos in the DEIR (Figure 11-5) show that the streets around the proposed project have sidewalks.  The CO Protocol states that receptors should be placed on sidewalks on which general public has access, portions of a parking lot to which pedestrians have access, the property lines of hospitals, rest homes, schools and playgrounds, and on property lines of residences.  The FEIR should include proper receptor placement as prescribed by the CO Protocol which would include roadway edge locations.
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