Alex Ramirez
-1-
January 28, 2005


	
[image: image1.wmf]
	South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000  http://www.aqmd.gov


FAXED:  JANUARY 28, 2005









January 28, 2005
Mr. Alex Ramirez
City of La Verne
Community Development Department

3660 “D” Street

La Verne, CA 91750-3599
Dear Mr. Ramirez:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for Puddingstone
La Venture Specific Plan: La Verne
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LACO41221-04
Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for Puddingstone
La Venture Specific Plan
1. Air Quality Data :
On pages 70, 73 and 74 of the DEIR, the lead agency describes, in general terms, air quality in the City of La Verne, the site of the proposed project.  The lead agency also describes the historical trends in air quality in the South Coast Air Basin.  Please note that specific air quality data for the Pomona area, the closest SCAQMD Air Monitoring Station to the project site, is available, and is attached for reference.  The SCAQMD recommends that lead agencies provide air quality data for a period including at a minimum, the most recent three years, in order to show current air quality trends for the project area.   Please include a table showing air quality data for the Pomona Monitoring Station for 2001 through 2003 in the Final EIR.
2. URBEMIS 7G:

According to pages 76 and 77 of the DEIR, the lead agency used URBEMIS 7G to calculate project construction and operational emissions.  Please note that URBEMIS 2002 is currently available and has replaced URBEMIS 7G as the model of choice and should be used to estimate project emissions.  The lead agency is therefore encouraged to revise the air quality analysis using URBEMIS 2002, which uses current emission factors and therefore reflects project emissions more accurately.  It has been established that some of the on-road mobile emission factors used in URBEMIS 2002 are higher than those used in URBEMIS 7G.  It is therefore likely that project emissions have been underestimated in the DEIR.  As a result, it is recommended that the lead agency revise the air quality analysis by running the URBEMIS 2002 model and revise the air quality results in the Final EIR.  The URBEMIS 2002 model may be accessed at the SCAQMD website at: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html    For CEQA air quality analysis of all future projects, it is recommended that the lead agency use the currently approved URBEMIS model to ensure a more accurate estimation of project emissions.
3. Cut and Fill Impacts During Construction:
The physical characteristics of the project site location, as described on page 32 and shown in the pictures on pages 34 through 36 of the DEIR, indicate that construction of the proposed project may require cut-and-fill operations.  URBEMIS 7G is unable to calculate cut-and-fill emissions.  Consequently, the analysis may underestimate construction air quality impacts.  As a result, it is recommended that the lead agency revise the analysis using the URBEMIS 2002 model.  See comment # 2.

4. URBEMIS 2002 Model Output:
The lead agency failed to include the URBEMIS 7G model output tables in the DEIR or the Technical Appendices.  To facilitate review of the air quality impacts of the proposed project by the public and other interested parties, it is recommended that the lead agency include, not only the URBEMIS 2002 model output results, but also all the assumptions and changes relating to project size, the type and number of construction equipment, etc., that were made to the model, in the Final EIR. 
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